









98ru Concress, Ist Session. 


and witha recommendation that it do pass, House 
pill for the relief of Solomon Sturges, assignee of 
Humphrey Richcreek; and House bill for the re- 
lief of the legal representatives of John Baker, 
deceased. 





| 
| 


TUESDAY, JUNE 18, 1844. 


The chief of those difficulties arose out of the im- 
practicability of obtaining the slightest informa- 
tion from the officers of the Government them- 
selves, as to materials for investigation. The 
committee, during the whole time of its sittings, 


On motion of Mr. BREESE, the Committee on | had sought in vain for those lights for reform and 
| retrenchment, which it had arightto expect. It 


Private Land Claims was discharged from the 
further consideration of House bills for the relief | 
of James Journey; and to confirm Antogio Cheri- | 
no in his claim to a tract of land in the State of | 
Louisiana. 

On motion of Mr. BREESE, the Committee on 
Private Land Claims were discharged from sev- 
eral subjects pending before it, subjects not heard. 


Affairs, asked that the committee be discharged 
from the further consideration of the petitions 
and memorials on the subject of the Cherokee 
Indians, and from all matters referred to it, and 
notreported upon. The committee wasdischarged 
accordingly. | 
Mr. ARCHER made the same request in rela- | 





| 
| 


| 


Mr. WHITE, from the Committee on Indian || preparation, that they were not ready to accom- 


was only from the documentary returns to Con- | 
gress and the Blue Book that any data for itscal- 
culations could be derived. A great mass of 
matter, however, had been accumulated and di- | 
gested into the order which now constituted the 
report. The tables accompanying it were labori- 
ously collated, and required so much time in their || 


| 


pany the report, which had been a month made 
out, till yesterday evening. This would account |) 
for its presentation without any measure accom- || 
anying it to be acted upon this session, A bill || 
In conformity with it was in preparation, but not | 
etready. It would, however, be laid before the || 
ean early next session. He should only de- 


tion to the Committee on Foreign Relations; and || sire, at present, to have the report laid on the 


the committee was discharged accordingly. 
Mr. WALKER, from the majority of the Com- 
mittee on the Public Lands, reported back, with- | 


out amendment, the bill from the House entitled || it next session. 


| 


“An act to legalize the sales of certain lands made || 
at the Chocchuma and Columbus land offices, in |) felt that it was due to himself—forming, as he did, 


the State of Mississippi.”’ | 
On motion of Mr. BERRIEN, from the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary, to whom had been re- 





ferred the bill respecting the northern boundary || would be given to him to prepare a minority re- || 
issouri, which had been re- || port to accompany it, which could not be done | 


of the State of 
turned from the House with two amendments, | 
reported the same back, with a recommendation 
that the Senate concur in the first, and non-con- 
cur in the second amendment; which was agreed 


| 
- | 

Mr. MERRICK, from the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads, reported back, with- | 
out amendment, and with a recommendation that 
it do pass, the joint resolution from the House to | 
make arrangements for the transmission of the | 
British mail between Boston and Canada, and for 
other purposes; and, on his motion, the previous 
orders of the day were postponed, and the above 
was considered as in the Committee Uf the Whole, 
reported to the Senate, read the third time, and 
passed. 

On motion of Mr. BERRIEN, the Committee 
on the Judiciary was discharged from the further 
consideration of all matters pending before it not 
reported upon. 

On motion of Mr. BAYARD, the Committee 
on Naval Affairs was discharged from the further 
consideration of all matters pending before it. | 

On motion of Mr. HUNTINGTON, the Com- 
mittee on Commerce was discharged from the fur- 
ther consideration of all matters pending before it. 

Mr. JARNAGIN made the same motion with 
reference to matters pending before the Commit- 
ee on Revolutionary Claims; which was agreed 


to. 
Mr. MERRICK made the same motion with 
reference to the Post Office Committee. 
Mr. HENDERSON made the same motion 
with reference to the Committee on Private Land 
laims. 
The motions were agreed to. 





RETRENCHMENT AND REFORM. . 


Mr. MOREHEAD, from the Committee on 
trenchment, presented a voluminous report 
from the majority of the committee; and, in doing 
80, observed that some years ago, on his motion, 
anew standing committee had been raised in the 
Senate, called the Committee on Retrenchment. 
When he submitted that resolution, he had little 
idea that he himself should be honored with the 
— of chairman of the committee it proposed. 
hat duty, however, devolved upon him, and he 
anxiously endeavored to perform it. Hehad 

nd the subject intrusted to the committee one 

of greater extent and importance than he had 
imagined, and involving unforeseen difficulties, 
Which it was almost impossible to surmount. 


| 


| 
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| 
| 
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| 
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table, and ordered to be printed, that every Sen- 
ator might have an oe of examining the || 
subject for himself, and come prepared to act upon 


Mr. FULTON, as a member of the committee, 
the minority—to state that, upon learning that || 


this report, which was only completed yesterday, || 
would be presented to-day, he requested time || 
| 


till next session; and that he fully expected this | 
time would have been allowed. 


| to lie on the table one day. 
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from Mississippi was right as to the report 
having to lie on the table one day. 
Mr. EVANS. The report must lie on the 


| table; but not the order to print. 


Mr. HAYWOOD remarked that the very ob- 


jectof laying the report on the table was obviously 


to enabie Senators to ascertain whether in con- 
tained matter necessary or improper to print, 
if there was nothing found in it improper for the 


| Senate to print, the order would, of course, be 


given next day. How could Senators, on the 


| eve of adjourning, know anything about the con- 
|| tents of what they were ordering to print, if the 


document is sent directly to the printer, without 


| lying a single day on the table for examination? 
| None but a favored few could anything about it 


ull next session. 

Mr. EVANS. Itis justas easy to let the order 
to print accompany the motion tolay on the table, 
as to separate them, and take the vote on Monday 
to print, 

The PRESIDENT decided that, although the 
report should lie on the table one day, the motion 
to print was in order. 

Mr. WALKER. If that be the rule, it is cer- 
tainly a very extraordinary one. The report is 
It is there by the 
rule. How is it to be got up for the motion to 
print, till called up next day? 

The PRESIDENT said there was no motion 
to take it up. It was a motion to print a certified 
copy for the use of the Senate. 

ir. WALKER. Then, if I am to vote for the 
printing. I desire the report to be read, that I may 
cnow what I am voting about. 

Mr. BUCHANAN thought they might as well 


Mr. MOREHEAD said the tables were not || decide the question now as atany other time, He 


ready till yesterday evening, but the report had 
been read to the Senator from Arkansas some time 
ago. 
“aie. EVANS said the report could lie on the 
table, and be printed. 

Mr. ALLEN hoped the motion to print would || 
not prevail; because, if the report was ordered to || 
be laid on the table, if was desirable it should lie 


Mr. EVANS. The report need not be sent to | 
the Printer, although ordered to be printed when 
laid on the table. It need not go to the Printer 
till after the adjournment. 

Mr. MOREHEAD had no objection te that. | 

Mr. WALKER believed the ordinary rule was, | 
if objection was raised, to let the report and order | 
lie on the table one day. This would bring it to 
Monday—quite time enough for taking the vote 
upon it. 

Mr. EVANS. It may better be done now. 

Mr. ALLEN moved to lay the pending motion 
on the table. 

It was decided in the negative. 

Mr. WALKER now asked if every motion of | 
the nature of a resolution had not, under the rule, | 
to lie on the table one day? | 

Mr. EVANS said it did not apply to reports of 
committees. 

Mr. WALKER. Is not the motion to print 
obliged to be reduced to the form of a resolution? | 

r. HUNTINGTON. It is an order. 

Mr. WALKER. I desire the rule to be read. 

The PRESIDENT read the rule; which says 
that all resolutions shall, on being offered, lie over 
one day, unless allowed to be considered by gen- 
eral consent. 

Mr. WALKER. This is applicable to the | 
resolution to print. Now, before r can vote under- 
standingly for printing this voluminous and im- 
portant report, I desire to know what it is I am 
asked to vote for printing. 

Mr. ARCHER hoped the question would be 
put to the Senate. : 

Mr. HAYWOOD conceived it was only reason- 
able that time should be given to examine the 


re oe 
The PRESIDENT announced that, having 
looked into the rules, it was obvious the Senator 





| at last, made its long-anticipated report. 


| 
| 
| 
| abuses of the preceding Administration. 
there, that Senators could examine it, and see |} 
what it contained, before they were called upon || 
to vote for printing it. | 


was glad the Committee on Retrenchment had, 
That 
committee was formed at the commencement of 
the extra session, immediately succeeding the 
election of General Harrison to the Presidency. 


| It was formed amidst a flourish of trumpets for 


investigating and bringing to light the ae 

he 
country was promised, and expected, that the 
committee would unfold these manifold abuses. 
And now, after a three years’ incubation, lo and 
behold! we havea report tardily brought forward 
into the Senate, on the last day but one of the 
session, without one practical proposition to be 


| acted upon, and containing nothing butold, thread - 


bare, and worn-out disquisitions about Govern- 
ment patronage. He was willing to let his friend 
from Kontedkyeet rid of his profitless incubation. 
He did not wonder at his friend getting tired of 
it at the end of three years, finding that no per- 
son had been able to lay his hand on a single 
item in the conduct of the late Administration, 
upon which a specific charge, or the shadow of a 
charge, could be grounded. Let the Senator 
have _ many copies of this report printed as he 
leased. 

r Mr. MOREHEAD recapitulated what he had 
before said,and described the unceasing labors of 
the committee to produce a report worthy of the 
subject; but lamented the obstacles which had to 
be encountered in every attempt at eliciting in- 
formation from the Departments. He repudiated 
all secondary or political purposes in pursuing 
this subject—his motives, as he had at the thresh- 
old announced to the committee, being purely to 
promote that reform which he believed had been 
called for, and which he-«subsequently found was 
demanded to an extent far beyond anything ke 
could have supposed. 

Mr. WAL ER observed that, if this motion 
was to prevail, when entered on the Journal it 
should undoubtedly be in some such words as 
these: ‘* on motion of the Senator from Kentucky, 
it was resolved that the report be printed for the 
use of the Senate.’’ It must be a resolution; and 
the rule says all resolutions, on their introduction, 
must lie over one day. It was not to be under- 


stood that he obj to the printing, provided he 
had time to examine what it was he was asked 
to vote far. 


. 
DaNp ree CRIS ae. Beer 






















































EMMI ity 7 


The PRESIDENT explained that it would be 
an order, not a resolution, to print. The Senate, 
when it commands, expresses its command as an 
order; but facts, principles, its own opinions and 
purposes, are expressed in the form of resolu- 
tions. 

Mr. BERRIEN rose to a question of order, 
whether the time of the Senate could be lost in 
discussion. He understood the Chair had de- 
cided. Was there 9n appeal pending? 

Mr. WALKER did not mean to appeal. The 
Senator from Georgia would more appropriate] 
have administered his rebuke to those who vont 
on the last day of the session, in the midst of un- 
finished business, when every moment was of the 
utmost consequence to the country, introduced 
this topic to the consideration of the Senate, with- 
out any practical measure calling for actidn, and 
in a manner pertinaciously provoking and de- 
manding debate. At such an hour, and sucha 


period, the rebuke of the Senator from Georgia, if 


administered in justice, should have been leveled 
at the chairman of the Retrenchment Committee, 
when he was making his two elaborate speeches 
on this subject. It seems this is a most import- 
ant document, and the Senator from Kentucky is 
at great pains to give the assurance that it is not 
se for electioneering purposes. Now, who, 
in this discussion, ever said or intimated that it 
was? Whosaid such was his object? Nobody 
had. Butalthough his motives might be as pure 
as the driven snow, yet was it not manifest, that 
even though it might not be, and was not intended 
to be, an electioneering report, it would be used 
as a traveling document at the presidential elec- 
tion, in support of allegations and principles on 
one side of the contest,and endeavors to prostrate 
and overthrow the opinions supposed to be as- 
sumed by the other side? Could the Senator 
revent it from being used as a party document? 

Yow, he really thought, under all the circum- 
stances, that, in common fairness and courtesy, 
this document ought not to be printed till the mi- 
nority of the committee had time to prepare the 
counter report, which should accompany it. To 
spring it now upon the Senate, ata moment when 
there was no possibility of either examining or 
discussing the subject, fully justified the protest 
which he now made against the violation of the 
rights and privileges of the minority. 

Mr. MOREHEAD denied enetes that there 
was any such purpose as that hinted at, in delay- 
ing this report to the last day of the session. The 
delay was unavoidable, and was occasioned by 
not being able to procure the tables till yesterday. 
The Senator from Arkansas had heard the report 
read a month ago, when it was ready if the tables 
had been ready. 

Mr. TAPPAN hoped, as there could be no ne- 
cessity for taking the vote to-day, that the Sen- 
stor would consent to let the question lie over till 
Monday. The rule says it lies on the table one 
day. ‘Then, if it lies on the table, it cannot be 
before the Senate on a motion to print. 

‘The PRESIDENT said it was in order to make 
the motion to print. 

Mr. TAPPAN asked if the report, in parlia- 
mentary language, could be before the Senate and 
on the table at the same time? 

The PRESIDENT said the printing was un- 
derstood to be for the use of the Senate—for the 
greater facility of enabling Senators to see what 
were the contents of the report. 

Mr. ALLEN did not doubt that the matter 
ought to be printed. He should, at the proper 
time, vote for it. The only difficulty with him 
was as to the propriety of doing so now; which 
could be all removed by letting it lie over tili 
Monday. For many reasons, it would be better 
then than now. At any other time it might not 
be of so much consequence to enforce the rule of 
laying the report on the table one day; but, under 
the present circumstances, that was indispensable 
if Senators were to have any opportunity at all of 
looking into it before next session; for, if not on 
the table to examine to-morrow, there would not 


be another day of the present session for the pur- || 
There may be matters in it which, accord- | 


ose. 
an to the judgment of some, ought to be cor- 
rected before printing, or something might be left 
out which ought be mserted; otherwise, it might 
be calculated to peetres an erroneous or improper 
impression on the public mind. 

r. FULTON, in justice to the chairman of 


| the committee, should say that he had read the 
report to him three or four weeks back; but, as 
he stated, without the tables. He had no idea, 
however, that the report would be presented this 
session, particularly as he had expressed his de- 
sire to have time to make a minority report, to 
accompany it. He should also do the chairman 
the justice to say that he did, on entering upon 
his Seates; announce his desire of pursuing this 
investigation for the good of the country. Last 
session the committee had made setieibeniie prog- 
ress in collecting materials, when the bill came 
| before it, which it endeavored to make more per- 
|| fect by amendment. This session, the chairman 
|| had taken all the labor on himself of preparing 
this report, and when it was read to him, (Mr. 
F.,) many points of it were discussed. Until 
this morning, he had understood it was not to be 
presented until next session, by which time his 
| minority report would be ready. 
| Mr. W DBURY suggested that, in order to 
vere the majority report, an amendment should 
| be made, to the effect that when the minority re- 
| port is presented, it shall also be printed. 
After some brief discussion, this amendment 
was adopted; and the report was laid on the table, 
and ordered to be printed. 
Mr. ARCHER submitted a resolution to print 
twenty thousand extra copies of the report; but 
desired it to lie on the table until Monday. 


SUBMARINE TELESCOPE. 


On motion of Mr. BAYARD, the previous 
orders were suspended, and the House bill to 
test the utility of the submarine telescope was 
taken up, considered, read the third time, and 
passed, 


MARINE HOSPITAL AT CLEVELAND. 


On motion of Mr. BATES, the memorial of 
the corporate authorities of Cleveland, praying 
an appropriation for the erection of a marine hos- 
pital at that place, was ordered to be printed. 


FRAUDS ON THE REVENUE. 
On motion of Mr. BARROW, it was 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be directed 
to inform the Senate why he has not answered the resolu- 
tion of the Senate calling fur information concerning the 
regulations made since 1842, by the Treasury Department, 
to prevent frauds upon revenue, by the importers of foreign 
sugar and molasses. 

















I as 


COMMERCIAL STATISTICS. 


Mr. WOODBURY said that, some time ago, 
he had submitted a joint resolutiqn, now on the 
table, in relation to commercial statistics; and, 
with the leave of the Senate, he should now sub- 
mit, and ask its adoption, a resolution referring 
that joint resolution to the consideration of the 
Secretary of the Treasury, to whom had been 
referred the proposition of the House concerning 
the establishment of a bureau of statistics. The 
resolution, as follows, was adopted: 

Resolved, That the joint resolution providing for addi- 
tional items in the commercial statistics be referred to the 
Secretary of the Treasury for examination into the utility 


of the proposed changes, and to report thereon at the next 
session. . 


LAND MAPS. 


Mr. WOODBRIDGE submitted the following 
| resolution; which was adopted: 


| 
| 
Resolved, That the manuscript maps now in the com- 
mittee-room of the Committee on Public Lands, originally 
intended to.exhibit the several land districts of the United 
States, and heretofore furnished to the said committee for 
| its use, be delivered to the Commissioner of the General 
rand Office ; and that said Commissioner be dteected to 
| cause the same to be completed, so far as the public sur- 
veys have progressed since the same were prepared ; that 
the boundaries of each land district and State, in which 
such districts respectively may be established, be protracted 
and laid down thereon; and that the same, or such new 
ones may be necessary, in order that all land districts, as 
they were by law to exist, may be properly exhibited, be 
| edused by the said Commissioner to be returned to the 
committee-room, so corrected and finished, or made, prior 
to the next session of Congress. 


NATIONAL BOUNDARY. 


Mr. WOODBRIDGE submitted the following; 
which was adopted: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of State be directed to 
cause to be prepared, and to transmit to the Governor of 
Michigan, for the use of said State, au authenticated chart, 
with such field notes, or other memoranda, as may be 
necessary, to exhibit the location of the national! boundary 
of the United States, so far as the same constitutes also the 
Be it jurther ressived, ‘That the said 8 transmit, 

it resolved, That the ec 
af sald charts, duly 





oresaid, such additional number of 


_ THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 












| 


had given notice on Wednesday, 
| joint resolution for the amendment of the Go 
| tution of the United States in relation to the 


_ his motion with an exposition of the princip| 
| details of the amendment which he propos 





June 15, 


— 


authenticated, as aforesaid, as may be necessary 

each county of said State bordering upon the ald eral 
boundary, with one copy, to be deposited respectively 
the highest court of record thereof, for the use of, in 
authorities and people thereof. the 


AMENDMENT OF THE CONSTITUTION, 
Mr. BENTON asked the leave for which hg 
to bring in a 
hsti- 
elec- 
faced 
eand 


: oe ; ed 
offer. This exposition, referring to a speech which 


he had made in the year 1824, and reproducing jt 
for the present occasion, can only be analyzed in 
this brief notice. 

Mr. B. said he found himself in a position to 
commence most of his speeches with “ tweny 
years ag0 a commencement rather equivocal 
and liable to different interpretations in the minds 
of different persons; for, while he might suppose 
himself to be displaying sagacity and foresight in 
finding a medicine for the cure of the present dis- 
orders of the State in the remedies of prevention 
which he had proposed long since, yet others 
might understand him ina different character, and 
consider him as belonging to the category of those 
who, in thatlong time, had learned nothing and had 
forgotten nothing. So it might be now; for he was 
endeavoring to revive a proposition which he had 
made exactly twenty years before, and for the 
revival of which he deemed the present time emi- 
nently propitious. The body-politic was now 
sick, and the patient, in his agony, might take the 
medicine as a cure, which he refused, when well, 
to take as a preventive. 

Mr. B. then proceeded to state the object and 
principle of the amendment, which was to dispense 
with all intermediate bodies in the election of 
President and Vice President, and to keep the 
election wholly in the hands of the people; and to 
do this by giving them a direct vote for the man 
of their choice, and holding a second election be- 
tween the two highest, in the event of a failure in 
the first election to give a majority to any one. 
This was to do away with the machinery of all 
intermediate bodies to m=, control, or defeat 
the popular choice; whether a Congress caucus or 
a national convention to dictate the selection of 
candidates, or a body of electors to receive and 
deliver their votes, or a House of Representatives 
to sanction or frustrate their choice. 

Mr. B. spoke warmly and decidedly in favor of 
the principle of his proposition, assuming it as a 
fundamental truth to which there was no excep- 
tion, that liberty would be ruined by providing any 
kind of substitute for ne election; asserting 
that all elections Jeutt egenerate into fraud and 
violence if any intermediate body was established 
between the voters and the object of their choice, 
and placed in a condition to be able to control, 
betray, or defeat that choice. This fundamental 
truth he supported upon arguments drawn from 
the philosophy of government and the nature oi 
man, and illustrated by examples taken from the 
history of all elective Governments which had 
ever existed. He showed that it was the law of 
the few to disregard the will of the many, when 
they got power into their hands; and that liberty 
had been destroyed wherever intermediate bodies 
obtained the direction of the popular will. He 
quoted a vast number of Governments, both an- 
cient and modern, as illustrations of this truth; 
and referred to the period of direct voting in Greece 
and in Rome as the grand and glorious periods 
of popular qovecnetiat. when the unfettered will 
of the people annually brought forward the men 
of their own choice to administer their own affairs, 
and when those peer went on advancing from 
year to year, and produced everything great in 
arts and in arms, in public and in private life; 
which then exalted them to the skies, and still 
makes them fixed stars in the firmament of na- 
tions. He believed in the capacity of the people 
for self-government; but they must have fair pla 
—fair cy at the elections, on which all depend- 
ed; and for that purpose should be free from the 
control of any intermediate, irresponsible body 
of men. i 

At present, the will of the peorie was liable to 
be frustrated in the election of their chief officers, 

and that at no less than three different stages 0: 
the canvass,) by the intervention of small bodies 


tion of President and Vice President; and pre 
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of men between themselves and the object of their 
choice. First, at the beginning of the process, in 
the nomination or selection of candidates. A 
Congresscaucus formerly governed, and anational 
gow govern and control that nomination; and 
jever fvil, when they choose, to find pretexts for 
sabstituting their own will for that of the people. 
Then a bod 

electoral votes, and who, it cannot be doubted, 
will soon be expert enough to find reasons for a 
similar substitution. ‘Then the House of Repre- 
sentatives may come in at the conclusion, to do 
ss they have done heretofore, and set the will of 


the -ople at absolute defiance. The remedy for | other; he had seen the national convention of 


sll this 18 tife direct vote, and a second election 
etween the two highest, if the first one failed. 
This would operate fairly and rightfully. No 
matter how many candidates then appeared in the 
feld. Ifany one obtained a majority of the whole 
gumber of votes, the popular principlé was satis- 
fied; the majority had prevailed, and acquiesence 
was the part of the minority. If no one obtained 


the majority, then the first election answered the || at present was to lay it before the country: the 


purpose of a nomination—a real nomination by | 


the people; and asecond election between the two 

highest would give effect to the real will of the 
ople. 

Mr. B. then exposed the details of his proposed 

amendment, as contained in the joint resolution 

which he intended to offer. The plan of election 


| 
| 


i 
| 
| 
| 
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y of electors, to receive and hold the | 


i 
i 
| 


i 
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{| 


| 
| 


contained in that resolution was the work of | 


eminent men—of Mr. Macon, Mr. Van Buren, | 


Mr. Hugh L. White, Mr. Findlay of Penn- 
a Mr. Dickerson of New Jersey, Mr. 


olmes, Mr. Hayne, and Mr. R. M. Johnson, || 


and was received with great favor by the Senate 


and the country at the time it was reported. | 


Subsequent experience should make it still more 
acceptable, and entitle its details to a careful and 
indulgent consideration from the people whose 
rights and welfare it is intended to preserve and 
promote. 

The detail of the plan is to divide the States 
into districts; the people to vote direct in each 
district for the candidate they prefer; the candi- 
date having the highest vote for Président to re- 
ceive the vote of the district for such office, and 
tocountone. If any candidate receives the major- 
ity of the whole number of districts, such person 
to be elected; if no one receives such majority, 
the election to be held over again between the two 
highest. 'To afford time for these double elections, 
when they become necessary, the first one is pro- 
posed to be held in the month of August—at a 
time to which many of the State elections now 
conform, and to which all may be made to con- 
form—and to be held on the same days through- 
outthe Union. To receive the returns of such 
elections, the Congress is required to be in ses- 
sion, on the years of such elections, in the month 
of October; and if a second election becomes ne- 
cessary, it will be held in December. Two days 
are proposed for the first election, because most 
of the State elections continue two days: one day 
alone is allowed for the second election, it being 
abriefissue between two candidates. To provide 
for the possibility of remote and most improbable 
contingencies, that of an equality of votes between 
the two candidates—a thing which cannot occur 
where the whole number of votes is odd, and is 
utterly eo when they are even—and to 
keep the election from the House of Representa- 
tives, while preserving the principle which should 
prevail in elections by the feu of Representa- 
lives, it is provided that the candidate, in case of 
such equality, having the majority of votes in the 
majority of the States, shall be the person elected 
President. To provide against the possibility of 
another almost impossible contingency, (that of 
more than two candidates having the highest, and 
of course the same number of votes in the first 
election, by an equality of votes between several, ) 
the proposed amendment is so worded as to let 
all—that is, all having the two highest number of 
votes—go before the people at the second election. 
Such are the details for the election of Presi- 
dent; they are the same for that of Vice Presi- 
dent, with the single exception that, when the first 
election should have been effective for the election 
of President, and not so for Vice President, then, 
‘o save the trouble of a second election for the 
secondary office only, the present provision of the 
Constitution should prevail,and the Senate choose 

tween the two highest. 








Having made this exposition of the principle 
and of the details of the plan he proposed, Mr 
| B. went on to speak at large in favor of its efficacy 
| and practicability in preserving the rights of the 
| people, maintaining the purity of elections, pre- 
| venting intrigue, fraud, and treachery, either in 
| guiding or defeating the choice of the people; and 
securing to our free institutions a chance fora 
| prolonged and virtuous eXistence, 
| He had never attended a nominating caucus or 
| convention, and never intended to attend one. 
| He had seen the last Congress caucus in 1824, 
; and never wished to.see another, or hear of an- 





| 
| 
| 


1844, and never wished to see another. He should 
| support the nominations of the last convention; 
| but he hoped to see such conventions rendered 
| unnecessary before the recurrence of another pres- 
| idential election. 

| Mr. B.,after an extended argument, concluded 
| with an appeal to the Senate to favor his propo- 
| sition, and send it to the country. His only object 


session was too far advanced to expect action upon 
it. 
tution—one by Congress proposing,and two thirds 

| of the State Legislatures adopting, the amend- 

| ment; the other by a national convention called 

by Congress for the purpose. Mr. B. began 

with the first mode: he might end with the sec- 

| ond. 

_ Disclaiming everything temporary or invidious 

in this attempt to amend the Constitution in an 

important point—referting to his labors twenty 

years ago for the elucidation of his motives; de- 

spising all pursuit after office, high or low; detest- 

ing all circumvention, intrigue, and management; 

anxious to restore our elections to their pristine 

purity and dignity; and believing the whole body 

of the people to be the only safe and pure author- 
ity for the selection as well as election of the first 
officers of the Republic—he confidently submitted 

his proposition to the Senate and the people, and 

asked for it the indulgent consideration which was 
due to the gravity and the magnitude of the sub- 
ject. . ; 

Mr. B. then offered his amendment, which was 
unanimously received, and ordered to be printed. 

The following is the copy of this important 
proposition: 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the United Slates of America in Congress assembled, two 
thirds of both Houses concurring, That the following amend- 
ment to the Constitution of the United States be proposed 
to the Legislatures of the several States, which, when 
ratified by the Legislatures of three fourths of the States, 
shail be valid, to all intents and purposes, as part of the 
Constitution: 

That hereafter the President and Vice President of the 
United States shall be chosen by the people of the respect- 
ive States, in the manner following: each State shall be 
divided, by the Legislature thereof, into districts, equal in 
number to the whole number of Senators and Representa- 
tives to which such State may be entitled in the Congress 
of the United States; the said districts to be composed of 
contiguous territory, and to contain, as nearly as may be, 
an equal number of persons, entitled to be represented 
under the Constitution, and to be laid off, for the tirst time 
immediately after the ratification of this amendment, an 
afterwards, at the session of the Legislature next ensuing 
the apportionment of Representatives by the Congress of 
the United States; that, on the first Thursday in August, 
in the year 1848, and on the same day every fourth year 
thereafter, the citizens of each State who possess the qual- 
ifications requisite for electors of the most numerous branch 
of the State Legislatures, shall meet within their respective 
districts, and vote for a President and Vice President of 
the United States, one of whom, at least, shall not be an 
inhabitant of the same State with themselves ; und the per- 
son receiving the greatest number of votes for President, 
and the one receiving the greatest number of votes for Vice 
President in each district, shall be holden to have received 
one vote; which fact shall be immediately certified by the 
Governor of the State to each of the Senators in an 
from such State, and to the President of the Senate and the 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. The Congress 
of the United States shall be in session on the second Mon- 
day in October, in the year 1848, and on the same day 
on every fourth year thereafter; and the President of the 
Senate, in the presence of the Senate and House of Rep- 
resentatives, shall open all the certificates, and the votes 
shall then be counted. The person having the greatest 
number of votes for President, shall be President, if such 
nnmber be to a najority of the whole number of votes 
given ; but Ino person have such majority, then a second 
election shall be held on the first Thursday in the month 
of December then next ensuing, between the persons hav- 
ing the two highest numbers for the office of President; 
which second election shall be conducted, the result cer- 
tified, the votes counted, in the same manner as in the 
first; and the person having the greatest number of votes 
for President, shall be President. But, if twoor more per- 
sons shall have received the greatest, and an equal number 
of votes, at the second election, then the person who shall 
have received the greatest number of votes in the greatest 





There were two modes to amend the Consti- | 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. _ 


739 


| number of States, shall be President. ‘The person having 
| the greatest number of votes for Vice President, at the first 


| 
| 
| 
| 


election, shall be Vice President, if such number be equal. 
to a majority of the whole number of votes given ; » if 


| nO person have such majority, then a second election shall 


| take place between the persons having the two highest 











| numbers, on the same day that the second election is held 
| for President; and the person having the highest number 


of votes for Vice President, shall be Vice President. But 
if there should happen to be an equality of votes between 
the persons so voted for at the second clection, then the 


| person having the greatest number of votes in the greatest 


number of States, shall be Vice President. But whena 
second election shall be necessary in the case of Vice Pres- 
ident, and not necessary in the case of President, then the 
Senate shall choose a Vice President from the persons 
having the two highest numbers in the first election, as is 
now prescribed in the Constitution. 


WILLIAM P. ZANTZINGER. 


Mr. TAPPAN suggested the propriety of taking 
up the general orders, and acting upon all matters 
not leading to debate, and all the Senate bills 
which were necessary to be acted upon. 

‘The PRESIDENT said that was the motion 
pending. 

On motion of Mr. BAYARD, the previous 
orders were postponed; and the Senate took up 
for consideration, as in Committee of the Whole, 
the joint resolution authorizing the accounting 
officers of the Treasury to audit and settle the 
accounts of William P. Zantzinger, who lost naval 
stores during the chase of the Hornet, in the last 
war. 

The resolution was considered, reported to the 
Senate, read the third time, and passed, 


TERRITORIAL BILL. 
Mr. BAGBY moved to postpone the previous 


| orders, for the pyrpose of taking up the several 


ee 
a 


ee 








territorial bills. 

Mr. TAPPAN expressed the hope that the 
Senate bills which were necessary to be passed 
would be first disposed of. The House bills could 
be acted upon on Monday. 

Mr. BAGBY said the Tortitpuies had no imme- 
diate representative on that floor to forward their 
business. The territorial bills had been post- 
poned from day to day, and remained unacted 
upon. He trusted that there would be no objec- 
tion to taking them up. 

Mr. BUCHANAN hoped the order of business 
would be pursued as it was on the Calendar. The 
business could be more readily disposed of. 

Mr. EVANS hoped they would take up the 
House bills favorably reported upon. 

The question was then taken on Mr. Bacsy’s 
motion, and carried in the affirmative; and the 
following territorial bills from the House were 
taken up, and considered as in Committee of the 
Whole, reported to the Senate, read the third 
time, and passed: 

An act granting to the county of Dubuque cer- 
tain lots of ground in the county of Dubuque; 

An act confirming certain entries of land in the 
St. Augustine land district in the Territory of 
Florida, made under the preémption law of the 
22d June, 1838; 

An act to authorize the Legislatures of the sev- 
eral Territories to regulate the apportionment of 
representation, and for other purposes; 

An act to confirm to the city of Fernandina, in 
Florida, certain lands reserved for public use by 
the Spanish Government; 

An act making appropriation to aid in complet- 
ing the harbor at Racine, on the western shore of 
Lake Michigan; 

An act making appropriation for certain im- 
provements on the western shores of Lake Mich- 
igan; and 

An act providing for the erection of a marine 
hospital at Key West, in the Territory of Florida. 


APPROPRIATION BILLS. 


Mr. EVANS said the civil and diplomatic ap- 
propriation bill, and the bill making appropria- 
tion for the supportof the Army, had been returned 
from the House of Representatives with disa- 
greeing votes of that House to the amendments 
of the Senate; he therefore moved, for the pur- 
pose of saving time, that the Senate insist on its 
amendments to those bills, and ask for a commit- 
mittee of conference. 

The motion was agreed to; andtwo committees 
of conference on the part of the Senate, consist- 
ing of three members each, were appointed by 
the Chair, to meet such committees as might be 
oe on the part of the House to confer on™ 
the disagreeing votes. , 
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ANNEXATION OF TEXAS. 
Mr. McDUFFIE now rose and moved to take 
up Senate bill No. 191, providing for the annex- 
ation of Texas to the United States; upon which 


he desired to be heard in answer to the Senator | 


from Missouri, [Mr. Bewron.] 

Mr. BARROW remarked that he had given 
notice yesterday that he was not a party to the 
eteiled apnerent that any more of the time of the 


Senate would be wasted this session on a subject | 
He had no feelings of dis- | 
courtesy towards the Senator from South Caro- | 
ling; but foreseeing that further debate would de- || 


already dispoged of. 


stroy all prospect of getting through the real 
business awaiting the action of Congress on the 
eve of adjournment, while he would not deny the 
Senator entitled to the floor the hour promised 
him, he would oppose any prolongation of the 
discussion. 


The bill was taken up—ayes twenty-one, noes | 
not counted; and, at Mr. McDurvrie’s request, it |) 


was read through. 

Mr. McDUFFIE then addressed the Senate for 
an hour in defense of the conduct of the President 
and Secretary of State, in relation to the treaty 
for the annexation of Texas to the United States. 

Mr. BENTON addressed the Senate for an 
hour in reply to the remarks of the Senator from 
South Carolina. 


Mr. EVANS moved to lay the bill on the table. | 
Mr. McDUFFIE, before the question was || 
taken, desired to say that, having already refuted | 


the argument which the Senator from Missouri 
had now but reiterated, he had nothing to reply 
to but what might apply personally to himself; 
and he had discovered only ont allusion of this 
kind which called for his notice. The honorable 
Senator had adverted toa message of his in 1836, 
before the recognition of Texas as an independ- 
ent nation. He had then said, and he now re- 
iterated the assertion, that if the United States, 
at that period, admitted Texas into the Union, 
they would, by such annexation, make them- 
selves pry to the war with Mexico. He would 
say to the honorable Senator from Missouri that 
the great difference between the Senator and him- 
self was, that the Senator was in favor of annex- 
ation with Texas when it was only a revolted 
province, while he was onpenes to it; and now 
that Texas has been for eight years an independ- 
ent nation, he is opposed to annexation, while 
he (Mr. McD.) was in favor of it. 
The bill was then laid on the table. 


LAND CLAIMS. 

A message was here received from the House 
of Representatives requesting that the bill for the 
adjustment of land claims in Louisiana, Missis- 
sippi, Alabama, and Arkansas, should be returned 
for reconsideration. 

Mr. BARROW opposed the return of the bill, 
on the point of order that his motion to concur in 
the amendments of the House was pending when 
the Senate adjourned last night. 


The PRESIDENT decided against the point || 


of order. 

The point was debated by Messrs. BARROW, 
EVANS, BAYARD, BERRIEN, and WOOD- 
BURY; all but Mr. BARROW sustaining the 
decision of the Chair. 

The bill was sent back to the House. 


HOUSE BILLS PASSED. 
On motion of Mr. EVANS, the Senate pro- 
ceeded to the general orders—to take up House 
bill favorably reported on. 


The following bills from the House were taken ] 


up as in Committee of the Whole, considered, 
reported to the Senate, read the third time, and 
passed: 

The act to confirm certain entries of land in the 
St. Augustine land district, in the Territory of 
_— made under the preémption law of June, 

’ 

The act making appropriations for certain im- 
provemeuts in the Terrhery of lowa; 

The act to establish certain post roads in the 
Territory of Florida; 

The act to authorize the issuing of patents for 
certain lands in the St. Augustine land district in 
Flovida, the sales of which had not been regularly 
recorded; 

The act to amend “ An act to provide for the 
armed occupation and settlement of the unsetiled 
portion of the peninsula of Florida;’’ 
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| The act making appropriations for certain im- 
| provements in the Territory of Florida; and 

|| The act granting a section of land for the im- 
|| provement of Grant river. 


' TOWNS IN WISCONSIN. 


The bill from the House, supplementary tc an 
act entitled ** An act for laying off the towns of 
| Fort Madison and Burlington, in the county of 
Des Moimes, and the towns of Bellevue, Dubuque, 
and Peru, in the county of Dubuque, Territory 
of Wisconsin, and for other purposes,’’ approved 
July 2, 1836, and the act amendatory thereto, 


|| approved March 3, 1837, was taken up for consid- 
| eration as in Committee of the Whole. 


| Messrs. HENDERSON and WOODBRIDGE | 


| made some remarks in opposition to the passage 
| of the bill; when 

Mr. HENDERSON moved to lay it on the 
|| table. 
|| Mr. BAGBY demanded the yeas and nays on 
| the motion, 
| 





The yeas and nays were ordered; and being 
| taken, resulted in the negative—yeas 14, nays 20. 

The bill was then reported to the Senate. 

Mr. HENDERSON remarked that some of the 
| property involved in the bill was private property; 
| and he was opposed to extending the right of pre- 
|| emption to it. He therefore moved to lay the bill 
on the table. 

After a few remarks by Mr. BAGBY, the mo- 
tion was agreed to. 


| CIVIL AND DIPLOMATIC BILL. 


| A message was received from the House, ac- 
ceding to the proposition of the Senate for the 

_ appointment of a committee of conference on the 

| disagreeing votes of the two Houses on the civil 
and diplomatic and Army appropriation bills. 

| The hour of half past two o'clock having ar- 

| rived, the Senate took a reecess till half past four 

o’clock. 








EVENING SESSION. 

The Senate proceeded to the consideration of 
executive business, and remained therein several 
| hours, and then resumed legislative business. 
| The PRESIDENT pro tempore \aid before the 
|| Senateacommunicationfromthe Treasury Depart- 
ment, in compliance witha resolution ofthe Senate. 

WALTER 8. ALEXANDER. 
| The bill for the relief of Walter S. Alexander 
, and others, having been returned from the House 
| withan amemdment, was taken up, and the amend- 
| ment was concurred in by the Senate. 


| INDIAN APPROPRIATION BILL. 
| ‘The bill making appropriation for the current 





| 
| 
| 


|| ment having been returned from the House with 
|| amendments of that body to the amendments of 
|| the Senate, was taken up for consideration. 
| Mr. EVANSsaid he had examined the amend- 
| ments—some of which ought to be agreed to, and 
| some of which should not be agreed to. Prob- 
| ably the most expeditious mode of adjusting the 
matter, was to disagree to the amendments of the 
|| House, and ask for a conference. 
|| The motion was made, and agreed to, that a 
|| committee of conference be requested from the 
House; and a committee of three on the part of 
| the Senate was appointed by the President to 
| meet in a such committee as might be 
| appointed. 
NORTHERN BOUNDARY OF MISSOURI. 


|| The bill respecting the northern boundary of 
|| the State of Missouri having been returned from 
| the House with amendments, was taken up for 
} consideration. 
| On motion of Mr. BERRIEN, the Senate con- 
curred in the first amendment of the House, and 
disagreed to the second; and, on his further mo- 
| tion, a committee of conference was asked from 
the House; and three conferees were appointed b 
| the President on the part of the Senate, tagmeet su 
as might be appointed by the House, to take into 
| consideration the disagreeing vote on this bill. 


HOUSE BILLS PASSED. 


| The following bills from the House were then 
| taken up, considered as in Committee of the 
| Whole, reported to the Senate, and finally passed: 

A bill for the relief of George W. Allen and 
| Reuben Allen; 











| and contingent expenses of the Indian depart- |) 





June 15, 


Sey 





The joint resolution, tendering the thanke .. 
Congress to the British authorities at Gibran” 
and the commander, officers, and crew, of her 
Britannic Majesty’s ship Malabar. . 
A bill for the relief of Gervis Foote; 
A bill for the relief of William Hoag; 
A bill for the relief of Isaac Fessenden; 
|| A bill for the benefit of Thomas Hunter and 
| Alexander Caldwell; 
] A bill for the relief of George W. Clark, Har. 
|| ris Cook, and John Brainard, second, of the State 
} aaa Island; - 
|| ill for the relief of True Putney and 
|| Riddle; = 
A bill granting a pension to Milly, an Indian 
woman of the Creck nation; 
| A bill for the benefit of James Anderson, of the 
Territory of lowa; : 
The joint resolution directing the Auditor of the 
| Post Office ‘Department to inquire as to the coy. 
| tract of Saltmarsh & Overton with the Pog 
| Office Department; 
A bill for the relief of Samuel B. Folger; 
A bill for the relief of Samuel B. Tuck; 
A bill for the relief of George M. Jones; 
A bill for the relief of John Frazier and George 
| A. Trenholm; 
|| A bill for the relief of Lathrop Foster; 
|| A bill for the benefit of Simeon Dennin; 
| A bill for the relief of Robert Monroe; 
| A bill for the relief of C. P. Sengstack; 
| A bill for the refief of James Pepper and others, 
A bill granting a pension to Emanuel Shrofe; 

A bill for the relief of Eaton Nance; 

A bill to authorize the entry of certain lands 
occupied by the branch pilots of the port of New 
Orleans, and others of the State of Louisiana; 

A joint resolution authorizing Captain James 
Lowe to assign certain sections of land; 

A bill for the relief of Ferguson & Reed; 

A bill for the relief of John Sands; 

A bill for the relief of Richard Sneed; 

A bill for the relief of Manlius V. Thompson, 
sole executor of Miles W. Dickey, deceased; 

A bill for the relief of David Allspach; 

A bill for the relief of Amos Proctor; 

A bill for the relief of Harvey Heth; 

A bill for the relief of William P. Duval; 

A bill for the relief of Joseph Dillon, late as- 
sistant quartermaster general of the prs 

A bill for the relief of Margaret Dougherty; 
| A bill for the relief of Henry S. Commager; 
| _A bill explanatory of the treaty made with the 
! Chippewa Indians at Saginaw, the 23d of June, 
| 1838; 


} A bill for the relief of Daniel W. Church; 
| A bill for the relief of Marcy Olds; 
| A bill granting a pension to Bethea Healy, the 











widow of George Healy; 
| <A bill for the relief of Alice Usher; 
|| <A bill for the relief of Asa Davis; 
|| A bill for the relief of Mary Ann Linton; 
A bill for the relief of George Wallis; 
A bill for the relief of Hyacinth Lasselle; 
A bill for the relief of Isaac S. Ketchum; 
A bill for the relief of Isaac S. Ketchum, de- 
ceased; 
A bill for the relief of the heirs of Ebenezer 
Moore; 
A bill for the relief of Mrs. Mary M. Telfair; 
A bill to amend the act entitled ‘*An act to reg- 
ulate arrests under mesne process in the District 
of Columbia,” approved August 1, 1842; __ 
A bill for the relief of the legal representatives 
of Francis Cazeau, late merchant at Montreal; 
A bill entitled ‘*An act concerning conveyances 
or devises of places of public worship in the Dis- 
trict of Columbia;’’ 
A bill to amend an act to incorporate the Alex- 
andria Canal Company, approved May 26, 1830; 
A bill entitled ‘An act for repairing the roof of 
the court-house, in the city of Alexandria, in the 
District of Columbia;”’ 
A bill for the relief of the owners and crew of 
the fishing schooner Mary Francis; 
A bill for the relief of the owners and crew of 
the schooner Privado; 
A bill for the relief of Woodson Wren; 
A bill for the relief of Abelard Guthrie; 
A bill for the relief of Francis Christian ahd 


| Madame Baptiste Berard; 


A bill for the relief of Lund Washington; 
A bill for the relief of Ann Hunter, the widow 
| of Robert Hunter; 








1844. 
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A bill for the relief of Solomon Sturges, the 
ignee of Humphrey Richcreek; 

A bill for the relief of John Trenholm, of the 
siate of Maine; 

A bill to enable the War Department to apply 
certain balances of appropriation, and for other 
purposes; : , 

(Mr. TALLMADGE moved to amend this bill 
by inserting $21,000 to William D. Cheever, de- 
ceased, for losses sustained on Treasury notes. 
It was rejected, on the ground that it was irrele- 
yant to the bill.] 

A bill for the relief of John Baker, deceased; 


and ’ 
A bill for the relief of George Edmonson. 
ARMY APPROPRIATION BILL. 


Mr. EVANS, from the committee on the part 
of the Senate, appointed to meet the House com- 
mittee in conference on the disagreeing votes of 
the two Houses on the Army appropriation bill, 
made a report, in which it was stated that the 
House had receded from all the amendments ex- 
cept one. 

The report was concurred in. 


CIVIL AND DIPLOMATIC BILL. 


Mr. EVANS, from the committee of confer- 
ence on the part of the Senate upon the disagree- 
ing votes of the two Houses on the civil and 
diplomatic appropriation bill, reported that the 
conferees on the part of the two Houses were 
unable to agree; and that the committee on the 
art of the Senate recommend that the Senate 
insist On its amendments, and to let the Hlouse 
take the responsibility of a defeat of the bill. 

Mr. HAYWOOD moved that the Senate recede 
from its amendments. 

Mr. EVANS said that wasimpossible. Most 
of the amendments of the Senate were indispens- 
able, and could not be abandoned. He thought 
that if the Senate adhered to its amendments, the 
House would, rather than take the responsibility 
of defeating the bill, acquiesce in the amendments 
or adopt some mode by which they would be 
enabled to settle the disagreement. 

Mr. HAYWOOD said it was a question of 
a toes between the twg Houses. It was 
a fearful responsibility; for, If they took the 
course —— they might lose the appropria- 
tion bill altogether. That he might notincurany | 
of that responsibility, he called for the yeas and 
nays. He moved to recede from the amend- 
ments of the Senate in which the House refused 
to concur. 

Mr. EVANS said he had no doubt, if the Sen- 
ate adhered, there would be another committee | 
of conference appointed. | 

Mr. HAYWOOD said, to hazard an appropria- | 
tion bill wasa fearful responsibility to encounter— | 
Se ret which he was not willing to | 
share. 

Messrs. WOODBURY and SEVIER said there | 
were amendments which it was absolutely neces- 





sary should be insisted on. And if the Senate 
were to yield under the circumstances of the case, 
its independence would be entirely gone. The 
other House would absorb all the powers of le- 
gislation. They hoped the Senate would adopt 
the course recommended by the chairman of the 
committee, [Mr. Evans.] 

At this state of the proceeding, Messrs. Joun- 
son and McKay, who were conferees on the part 
of the House, were seen in conversation with 
Mr. Woopsvrr, who, in a few moments, re- 
marked that as there might be some probability 
of settling the difficulty, he moved that the con- 
ferees on the part of the Senate be permitted to 
withdraw their report, and to retire and hold 
another conference on the subject. 

The motion was agreed to, and the committee 
retired, : 

PAFERS WITHDRAWN. 


On motion of Mr. WHITE, leave was granted 
to withdraw from the files the deed of George W. 
Allen and William Allen on the files of the Senate. 


QUALITIES OF COAL. 


Mr. MERRICK submitted a resolution to print 
twenty thousand copies of the report of Professor 
Johnson on the experiments made by him to test 


the qualities of coal, for the use-of the Senate; |! 


which was laid over one day under the rule. 


| by the committee unanimously. 


was ordered. 














PORT OF ENTRY. 

The actcreatinga newelection districtin Maine, 
and constituting Bangor, in the said district, a port | 
of delivery, was, on the motion of Mr. Merrick, 
laid on the table.« 


EXTRA COMPENSATION, 


Mr. WHITE submitted a resolution that the 
compensation of Robert P. Anderson, messenger 
of the Senate, be three dollars per day. 

Mr. TAPPAN moved to amend this by adding 
that Lewis Sanders, P. Y. Page, Thomas Clark, 
and Benjamin Owens, be allowed the same pay 
and compensation as messengers of the Senate, 
to commence from the first day of the present 
session. 

The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. TAPPAN moved the following resolution; 
which, under the rule, lies over one day: 

Resolved, That there be paid to the Chaplain of the Sen- 
ate, and to the officers and messengers in the Library of 
Congress, out of the contingent fund of the Senate, and 
under the direction of the Committee to audit and control] 
the same, the amounts respectively that were allowed to 
them at the long session of the last Congress. 


EXECUTIVE SESSION. 


The Senate then, at the hour of ten o’clock, p. 
m., went into the consideration of executive busi- 
ness, and remained thereintill three o’clock,a.m., 
at which hour it adjourned till Monday. 


| 


j 


| 
| 
| 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Saturpay, June 15, 1844. 
The minutes of yesterday were read in part, 
and adopted. 
Mr. ELLIS asked permission to make a report 
from the Committee of Elections; and leave being 
iven, he said that a memorial from the State of 
issouri had been referred to the Committee of 
Elections, which prayed that a law might be 
passed by Congress to ascertain the sense of the 
people on the subject of the constitutionality of 
the banks of the States under the authority of the | 
States, and of a Bank of the United States; and | 





the committee had instructed him to make a re- || 


port thereon. He therefore submitted a report 
in writing, to which were appended resolutions, 
which he hoped the House would adopt. He 
moved the adoption of the resolutions, and the 
printing of the report, and called for the previous 
question on that motion. _ ‘ 

Mr. CAUSIN asked if it was in order to move 
a call of the House? 

The Clerk, at the request of many members, 
read the resolutions which were appended to the 
report, as follows: 

Resolved, That in the election of Andrew Jackson in 
1832, and Martin Van Buren in 1836, the people of the Uni- 
ted States declared uncompromising hostility to a Bank of 
the United States; and that the manifestation of such hos- 
tility was not impaired by the election of General Harrison 
in 1840, under the public avowals made by him of his 
opinions in regard to a national bank, and under his asso- 
ciation with the candidate for the Vice Presidency, whose 
sentiments were known to be hostile to such an institution 
during his whole public life; and that there is no reason to 
believe that public opinion on this question has changed 
since the election of General Jackson. 7 

Resolved, That a Bank of the United States is, in its na- 
ture, hostile to the spirit of our institutions, and that its 
establishment would be destructive to the interests and 
dangerous to the liberties of the people. 


Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana, moved to lay the whole 
subject on the table, remarking that it was too 
late in the session to enter upon a matter of that 
nature, when there was so many other measures 
calling for immediate attention. 

Mr. SUMMERS inquired if the elections of 
General Jackson, Mr. Van Buren, and General 
Harrison, had been referred to the Committee of 
Elections. 

Mr. C. JOHNSON hoped the gentleman from 
Indiana would withdraw his motion to lay on the 
table, premising that he would call for the yeas 
and nays on the adoption of the resolutions. 

Mr. HUNT inquired if this report was®made 


Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana, withdrew his motion 
to lay on the table. 

Mr. CAUSIN renewed it. 

Mr. HAMLIN called for the yeas and nays 
thereon. 

The and nays were ordered. 

Mr. COBB moved a call of the House; and it 
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| Dawson, Dean, Dillingham, Dromgoole, Ellis 
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The Clerk proceeded to call the roll; and having 
called a few names, 

Mr. VANCE moved that all further proceed- 
ings under the call be dispensed with; and on that 
he called for the yeas and nays. ‘ 

The yeas and nays were ordered; and being 
taken, they resulted—yeas 112, nays 43. 

So the preceedings under the call were sus- 
pended. 

The previous question was then sustained; and 
the yeas and nays were taken on the adoption of 
the resolution, and resulted—yeas 108, nays 60; 
as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Arrington, Atkinson, Bay!y, Bentou, 
Bidiack, James Black, James A. Biack, Blackwell, Bow- 
lin, Boyd, Brinkerhoff, Brodhead, Aaron V. Brown, Wil- 











| liam J. Brown, Burke, Burt, Caldwell, Jeremiah E. Cary, 


Augustus A. Chapman, Reuben Chapman, Clinton, » 
Coles, Cullom, Dana, John W. Davis, Richard D. Davis, 
Elmer, Far- 


lee, Ficklin, Foster, French, Byram Green Hale, Hamlin, 


| Hammett, Haralson, Henley, Herrick, Hoge, Hopkins, 
| Houston, Hungerford, Charles J. Ingersoll, Jameson, Cave 


Johnson, Andrew Johnson, Andrew Kennedy, Preston 
King, Kirkpatrick, Labranche, Leonard, Lucas, Lumpkin, 
Lyon, Maclay, McClelland, McClernand, McConnell, Mc- 
Dowell, McKay, Joseph Morris, Murphy, Norris, Owen, 


| Parmenter, Payne, Pollock, Emery D. Potter, Purdy, Rath- 


bun, Reding, Relfe, Rhett, Roberts, Robinson, Russell, St. 
John, Saunders, David L. Seymour, Thomas H. Se mour, 
Simons, Slidell, John T. Smith, Robert Smith, 'Thomes 
Smith, Steenrod, Stetson, John Stewart, Stone, Strong, 
Sykes, Taylor, Thompson, Tibbatts, Tucker, Weller, Went- 
worth, Wethered, Wheaton, Williains, Woodward, Joseph 
A. Wright, and Yost—108. 

AYS— Messrs. Abbot, Adams, Ashe, Baker, Barringer, 
Barnard, Jeremiah Brown, Milton Brown, Buflington, Car- 
roll, Causin, Chilton, Clinch, Clingman, Collamer, Crans- 
ton, Garrett Davis, Deberry, Dellet, Dickey, Fish, Florence, 
Fout, Giddings, Goggin, Willis Green, Grinnell, Grider, 
Harper, Hudson, Washington Hunt, Joseph R. Ingersoll 
Irvin, Jenks, Perley B. Johnson, John P. Kennedy, Daniel 
P. King, Marsh, Mclivaine, Edward J. Morris, Morse, 
Moseley, Nes, Newton, Patterson, Peyton, Phenix, Pres- 
ton, Ramsey, Charles M. Reed, Rodney, Rogers, Sample, 
Schenck, Severance, Albert Smith, Caleb B. Smith, Sté- 
phens, Summers, Thomasson, Tilden, Tyler, Vance, Van- 
meter, Vinton, White, Winthrop, and William Wright— 
60 


So the resolution was adopted. 


Mr. DOUGLAS desired to vote in the affirma- 
tive; but as he was not in the House when his 
name was called, he was not allowed to do so. 

Mr. STEENROD moved a reconsideration of 


the vote just taken, to prevent any such action 
hereafter. 


The motion was entertained, and it was not 
agreed to. 


BOOKS FOR MEMBERS. 


Mr. HOUSTON asked leave to offer the foliow- 
ing resolution: 


Resolved, That in the purchase of books for members of 
the House, in pursuance of the resolution adopted yester- 
day, directing the Clerk to purchase certain books from 
Gales & Seaton and Blair & Rives, said Clerk is bereby 
directed to give no more for the same amount of printed 
matter he may purchase from Gales & Seaton than he gives 
to Blair & Rives for books purchased of them. 


Mr. WHITE, and others, objected to the re- 
ception of the resolution. 

r. HOUSTON moved a suspension of the 
rules, to enable him to offer it, and demanded the 
yeas and nays on the question. . 

The yeas and nays were ordered; and being 
taken, it was decided in the negative—there not 
being two thirds in the affirmative—yeas 96, nays 
63; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Arrington, Barringer, Benton, Bidlack, 
James Black, James A. Black, Blackwell, Bowlin, d, 
Brinkerhoff, Aaron V. a ee — eae er- 
emiah E. Cary, Shepherd Cary, Reuben Chapman, —— 
A. Chapinan, Clinton, Cobb, Coles, Cullom, Dana, Richard 
D. Davis, John W. Davis, Dawson, Dean, Dill mM, 
Douglas, Dromgoole, Elmer, Farlee, Ficklin, ‘oster, 
French, Hammett, Henley, Herrick, Hoge, Hopkins, Hous- 
ton, Hubard, Hungerford, James B. Hunt, Charles J. Inger- 
soll, Jameson, Cave Johnson, Andrew Johnson, Andrew 
Kennedy,Preston King, Labranche, Leonard, Lucas, Lyon, 
Mathews, McClelland, McCiernand, McConnell, McDow- 
ell, McKay, Joseph Morris, sents: Owen, Parmenter, 
Pollock, Pratt, Purdy, Reding, Relfe, Ritter, Russell, St. 
John, Saunders, David L. Seymour,Simons, John T.Smith, 
Thomas Smith, Robert Smith, Steenrod, » John 
Stewart, Stone, Strong, Sykes, Taylor, Thomasson, Tib- 
batts, Tucker, Weller, Wentworth, Wheaton, Williams, 
Woodward, Joseph A. Wright, and Yost—96. 
NAYS—Messrs. Abbot, Ashe, Baker, Milton Brown, 
Jeremiah Brown, Buffirgton, Carroll, Causin, Chilton, 
Clinch, Clingman, Collainer, Cranston, Darragh, Garrett 
Davis, Deberry, Dellet, Dickey, Fish, Florence, Foot, Gid- 
dings, Willis Green, Hardin, Harper, Holmes, Hudson, 
Washington Hunt, Joseph R. Ingersoll, Irvin, Jenks, Perley 
B. Johnson, John P. Kennedy, Daniel P. King, Kirkpat- 
rick, Marsh, Mcllvaine, Moseley, Nes, Newton, Patterson, 
Peyton, Phenix, Elisha R. Potter, Preston, Ramsey, Rhett, 
Rockwell, Rodney, Rogers, Sample, Schenck, Albert gaily 
Spence, Stephens, Summers, Thomaseon, er, Van74, 





es 








Vanmeter, Vinton, Wethered, White, Winthrop, and Wil- 
Ham Wrigtht—63. 


NATURALIZATION LAWS. 


Mr. ©. J. INGERSOLL referred to a memo- 
rial that was presented some days since by the 
entleman from Massachusetts, [Mr. Apams,] 
rom certain citizens of Philadelphia, praying for 
an alteration of the naturalization laws, and which 
was laid on the table. Having received several 
letters on the subject from his constituents, he 
went to the Clerk’s office to look at the memorial, 
but found that it had been withdrawn by the gen- 
tleman who presented it. He had supposed that 
when a paper was laid on the table, it was in the | 
custody of the officers of the House, and could 
not be withdrawn without leave of the House. | 
He would respectfully ask of the gentleman from 
Massachusetts whether that memorial was in his 
possession, and whether he would restore it to 


the House, so that he might have an oppportu- | 


nity of examining it. 

The SPEAKER inquired if the gentleman made 
any motion, 

Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL said he was inquiring 
for a paper which was said by the Journal of the 
House to be on the table, and was, therefore, 
supposed to be in the charge of the presiding 
officer. 

Mr. ADAMS said he had presented the memo- 
rial referred to by the gentleman from Pennsy!l- 
vania, and it was, as stated, laid on the table. 
He had also presented two other memorials on 
the same subject, which, the House refusing to 
receive, he had laid on the Clerk’s table, under 
the rules, and referred to the Committee on the | 
Judiciary; and it was in consequence of that dis- 
yosition of these Jast mentioned memorials, that | 
~ had withdrawn, with the consent of the Clerk, 
the first presented by him, for the purpose of | 
giving it the same direction. He now moved to | 
refer it to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

The SPEAKER remarked that when a propo- | 
sition was once laid on the table, it was out of the | 
power of any member to withdraw it; and no | 
motion in reference to itcould be entertained with- 
out a vote of two thirds. 

Mr. ADAMS. I ask that the paper be taken 
from the table, and referred to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. 








The SPEAKER said the motion was not in || 


order. 

Mr. ADAMS asked the general consent of the 
House to make the reference. 

Several objections having been made, 

Mr. C.J. INGERSOLL said he would be per- 
fectly willing to have the memorial referred to the 





i 
to have an opportunity of perusing it. 
Mr. ADAMS moved to suspend the rules, to | 
enable him to submit the motion; which was | 
agreed to, and the memorial was then referred to | 
the Committee on the Judiciary. 


LAND CLAIMS. 


The SPEAKER then said that the first busi- 
ness in order was the motion of the gentleman 
from Ohio, [Mr. Jounson,] to reconsider the 
vote on passing the bill for the adjustment of land 
titles in Arkansas, Louisiana, Mississippi, and 
Missouri, on which the gentleman from Ken- 
tucky (Mr. Wunte) had appealed from the decis- 
ion of the Chair, deciding the motion to be in 
order. 

Mr. WHITE then stated the grounds on which | 
he had taken his appeal, viz: that the bill was | 
not in the possession of the House when the mo- | 
tion for reconsideration was made, Mr. W., then 
an to argue the point raised by him at 
ength, 


° | 

Mr. DROMGOOLE replied to the gentleman | 
from Kentucky,(Mr. Wutre,] and said he should 
move that a message be sent to the Senate, ap- | 
prising that body, that a motion of reconsidera- | 
tion was pending in this House, and respectfully | 
requesting that the bill be returned. He then | 
moved the previous question. 

The SPEAKER entered into some explana- 
tions, and then put the question on the motion 
for the es question, and it was sustained. 

The House sustained the judgment of the Chair, 
from which an appeal had been taken. 


i} 


| reconsider, on which the yeas and nays were or- 
| dered; and being taken, resulted—yeas 91, nays 


| the bill; but no reply having been received to the 
| message sent to the Senate, 


| 
| 
| 


| 


| 
| 
| 
i 





| 


| 


| 






A long conversation ensued. 

An appeal was taken from the decision of the 
Chair by Mr. WHITE; and, on a division, the 
Chair was sustained, and Mr. Dromcoo.e’s mo- 
tion was agreed to. ® 

The question next recurred on the motion to 


77. 
So the reconsideration was agreed to. 


The question now recurred on the passage of 


On motion of Mr. FICKLIN, the further con- 
sideration of the subject was postponed for one 
hour. 


NAVAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 


On motion of Mr. McKAY, the House re- 
solved itself into the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union, (Mr. Hopkins in the 
chair,) and took up the naval appropriation bill, 
which had come back from the Senate with some 
amendments, which were acted upon. 

The amendment of the Senate in relation to the 
construction of a dry-dock at Brooklyn, New 
York, was debated by Messrs. CARY of Maine, 
MURPHY, PARMENTER, RATHBUN, 
PHCENIX, and J. R. INGERSOLL. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana, moved that the com- 
mittee rise, for the purpose of offering a resolu- 
tion to terminate the debate. 

This motion being rejected, 

The question was then taken on concurring in 
the amendment; and it was decided in the negative 
—ayes 55, noes 72. 

The amendment in relation to the dry-dock at 
Pensacola was next considered. 

After some remarks from Messrs. BLACK, 
McKAY, LEVY,SCHENCK,and PARMEN- 
TER, 

Mr. McKAY moved that the committee rise, 
for the purpose of offering a resolution to term- 


| inate the debate. 


This motion being agreed to, the committee 
rose and reported progress. 

Mr. McKAY offered a resolution providing 
that all debate on the bi'l, in Committee of the 
Whole, should cease in five minutes after going 
into committee again; and that the committee 
should then proceed to vote on the pending amend- 
ments. 

This resolution being adopted, 

On motion of Mr. McKAY, the House again 


| resolved itself into the Committee of the Whole 


| on the state of the Union, and resumed the con- 





\ th || sideration of-the naval appropriation bill. 
Committee on the Judiciary. All he wanted was || 


The question was then put on concurring in 
the amendment in relation to the dry-dock at Pen- 
sacola, and rejected. 


Mr. MORRIS, of Pennsylvania, offered a res- 


|| olution, directing the President to cause an exam- 


ination of the Navy harbor at Philadelphia, with 
a view to ascertain the practicability of construct- 
ing a dry-dock there. 

The resolution was rejected. 

The amendment of the Senate coming up, strik- 


| ing out the proviso of the House discontinuing 


the spirit ration, and prohibiting the flogging of 


| the sailors, was read. 


Mr. WELLER called for a division of the ques- 
tion. He was in favor of the spirit ration, but 


| opposed to flogging. 


| 


| 





The question was taken on the first branch of 
the amendment; and it was concurred in—ayes 
58, noes 57. 

The question was taken on the second branch 


|| of the amendment; and it was also concurred in— 


ayes 63, noes 58. 

The remaining amendments were disagreed to. 

The committee then rose and reported the bill 
to the House. 

Mr. HALE moved the previous question on the 
bill; and it was sustained by the Sahoo. 


” COMMITTEE OF CONFERENCE. 
On motion of Mr. McKAY,sthe civil and dip- 


|| lomatic and the Army appropriation bills were 


taken up, they having come from the Senate with 
a proposition for a committee of conference. The 


‘| House agreed to insist on its amendments, and a 
|| committee was appointed on the part of the House 


Mr. DROM LE offered the resolution of || to meet a committee of conference appointed on 


which he had given notice. 


the part of the Senate. 


next taken up, and after some debate, in which 
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NAVY APPROPRIATION BILL. 


The House resumed the considerat 
amendments of the Committee of the W 
naval appropriation bill, on the questi 
currence, in which it was interru 
rival of the hour fixed for the 
recess. 





ion of the 
hole to the 
On of con. 
ted by the ar- 
ouse to take a 





EVENING SESSION. 


At four o’clock the SPEAKER called the 
House to order, and stated the pending question 
to be on concurring with the amendments of the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union 
to the naval appropriation bill. 

On the amendment of the Senate in relation to 
| the abolition of corporal punishment, 

Mr. HALE called for the yeas and nays, 

The yeas and nays were ordered; and being 
taken, resulted—yeas 54, nays 87. 

So the House non-concurred with the Senate 
in its amendment, by which the provision for the 
abolition of whipping was stricken from the bill 

All the other amendments of the Committee of 
the Whole were concurred in by the House. 


| LAND CLAIMS. 


———-$ 





The bill to adjust land claims in Louisiana and 
the States, having come back from the Senate, 


as requested by the House this morning, it was 


| partwastaken by Messrs, HAMLIN,SLIDELL, 
| C. JOHNSON, and others, a proposition was 
made by its friends to eviscerate it of some of its 
| objectionable features by general consent. That 





| belag objected to, it was, on motion of Mr. SLI- 
| DELL, recommitted to the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, with instructions so to amend it. 


WALTER 8. ALEXANDER. 


Mr. SAUNDERS, from the Committee on the 
Judiciary, reported back an act for the relief of 
Walter S. Alexander and others, with an amend- 

| ment, which was concurred in; and the bill was 
read the third time, and passed. 


CILOCTAW CLAIMANTS. 


The House next took up the joint resolution on 
|| the subject of funding money due to the Choctaw 
| Indians, now in fe State of Mississippi. 

Mr. WHITE offered an amendment providing 
that in no case shall any allowance be made ex- 
cecding fifteen per cent. of the amount due the 
claimants to agents. 

The previous question being seconded, and the 
main question ordered, 

The question was taken on the amendment, 
and it was adopted. 

The question was then put on the engrossment 
| of the resolution, resulting—ayes 66, noes 35. 

No quorum voting, tellers were called for and 
ordered, and Messrs. Hoce and Peyton were 
| appointed; who, on taking the count, reported— 
|| ayes 66, noes 60. 

So the resolution was ordered to be engrossed. 

The question then being on the passage of the 
resolution, 

Mr. C. JOHNSON made a brief explanation; 
after which he moved the previous question; but 
withdrew it at the request of 

Mr. THOMPSON, who, after a brief explana- 
tion, moved to reconsider the vote on ordering 
the engrossment, so as to offer an amendment to 
the resolution. 

The reconsideration was accordingly ordered. 

Mr. THOMPSON moved to amend the reso- 
lution by directing the board of commissioners to 
act in conjunction with the district judge of Mis- 
sissippi, and the district attorney for the western 
district of Mississippi. Mr. T. then moved the 
previous question; but withdrew it at the request 


of ; 
Mr. TUCKER, who algo made a brief expla- 
nation In opposition. ‘ 
Mr. BROWN, of Indiana, moved the previous 
question; which, being seconded, and the main 
question ordered, 
The question was firsttaken on the amendment; 
| which being agreed to, the resolution was orde 
|| to be engrossed for a third reading. 

Mr. TUCKER called for the yeas and nays on 
| the passage of the resolution; which being ordered, 
the question was taken; and decided in the nega- 

tive—yeas 76, nays 85. 
| So the resolution was rejected. 
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aes 
CUMBERLAND ROAD. 


Mr. WRIGHT, of Indiana, moved to suspend 
the rules, to go into the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union, to take up the bill (8. 
No. 35) making ee for the continua- 
tion of the Cumberlan road. 

Objection being made, 

Yellers were appointed; and the question was 
taken; and decided in the negative—ayes 49, noes 


. : 
So the bill was not taken up. 
LAND CLAIMS. 


Mr. SLIDELL, from the Committee on Pri- 
yate Land Claims, asked leave to report back the 
pill for the adjustment of land titles in the States 
of Arkansas, Louisiana, Mississippi, and Mis- 
souri, With amendments, as instructed by the 
House. 

Mr. VANCE objected. 

Mr. WELLER moved to suspend the rules. 

Mr. DICKEY called for the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered. 


Mr. SLIDELL withdrew his motion. 
NAVAL DEPOT AT MEMPHIS. 


The bill to establish a naval depot at Memphis, 
in the State of ‘Tennessee, was taken up, as re- 
ported from the Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. HAMMETT moved the previous ques- 
tion; but withdrew it at the request of 

Mr. THOMPSON, who observed that, when 
this bill was under consideration in the Committee 
of the Whole, he offered an amendment to it; and, 
being called out of the Hall, he found that the bill 
had been reported in his absence, without any 
question being taken on his amendment. He 
wished to know of the Clerk what had become 
of that amendment; and he would inquire of the 
Chair how it was that the Committee of the Whole 
could report a bill with an amendment pending, 
without taking a vote upon it? 

The SPEAKER said that the question was 
settled by the committee when they made the 
report. 

Mr. THOMPSON now offered the amendment 
which he offered when this bill was in the Commit- 
tee of the Whole, the intent and purport of which 
was that a commission be appointed to make a 
survey for the purpose of ascertaining the most 
favorable site on the Mississippi river for the naval 
depot, 

Mr. HAMMETT addressed the House at some 
length on the question involved in the subject 
under consideration. He gave a description of 
the proposed locality at Memphis, to show that 
twas not calculated for the purpose designed, 
and advocated the amendment of his colleague. 

Mr. C. JOHNSON replied. 

Mr. THOMPSON and Mr. ASHE also took 
part in the debate; the latter gentleman conclud- 
ing with a motion for the previous question; which 
was sustained by the House. 

The yeas and nays were ordered on the amend- 
ment of the gentleman from Mississippi, (Mr. 
Tuompson,] and resulted—yeas 49, nays 113. 

So the amendment was rejected. 

The bili was then ordered to be read a third 
time. 

The yeas and nays having been ordered, the 
a was talren on the passage of the bill, and 

ecided in the affirmative—yeas 119, nays 48. 

Mr. McCLERNARD moved to suspend the 
rules for the House to resolve into the Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union; which 
motion was decided in the negative—ayes 61, 
noes 66. 

EXTRA COMPENSATION. 


_Mr. WELLER asked leave to offer a resolu- 
tion to give to the chaplain, pages, and, messen- 
gers of the House the same extra compensation 
that has been allowed by the Senate to their 
chaplain, pages, and messengers at the present 
session. 

The resolution being objected to by several, 

Mr. WELLER eed a suspension of the 
rules; which motion was lost—ayes 65, noes 45, 
there not being a majority of two thirds. 


CHOCTAW CLAIMANTS. 


Mr. THOMPSON moved to reconsider the vote 
rejecting the joint resolution for finding the money 
due te the Choctaw Indians now in the State of 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


| Missisippi. Mr. T. said he voted with the ma- 
|| jority under a misapprehension. 
|| Mr. WHITE made some remarks in favor of 
| the resolution. He concluded by moving the pre- 
|| vious question; which was seconded; and the 
| main question was ordered to be put. The main 
question was the motien to reconsider, on which 
| the yeas and nays were ordered, and resulted— 
yeas 67, nays 76. 
So the motion to reconsider was negatived. 


NAVAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 
On motion of Mr. PARMENTER, the House 


resolved to insist on its amendments to the naval 
appropriation bill, and appointed a committee of 
conference thereon, consisting of Messrs Mc- 
Kay, Parmenter, and Cuapman, of Virginia. 


ADMISSION OF LADIES. 


Mr. DUNCAN offered a resolution to admit 
ladies to the floor of the House during the resi- 
due of the session; which led to some excitement 
and repeated divisions. 

Mr. DUNCAN said, at length, that after that 
display of ‘‘ gallantry,’’ he would withdraw the 
motion; and it was withdrawn accordingly. 


SUPREME COURT. 


The House again resolved itself into the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
(Mr. Wintnrop in the chair.) 

On motion of Mr. SAUNDERS, the commit- 
tee took up a bill from the Senate entitled ** An 
act concerning the Supreme Court of the United 
States.”’ 

The object of this bill is to change the time of 
holding this court from January to December, in 
each year. It was considered and laid aside to 
be reported to the House. 


CUMBERLAND ROAD. 
The committee next took up the bill from the 















road in the States of Ohio, Indiana, and Illinois. 
It proposes to appropriate $100,000 for the con- 
tinuation of the road in Ohio, $150,000in Indiana, 
and $150,000 in Illinois; and amendments had 
been reported from a committee by which these 
ree were designed to be reduced one 
half, 

Mr. DROMGOOLE made some remarks in 
relation to this bill. 

Mr. FICKLIN replied with some warmth, 
though briefly, the hour being so late, and the 
time remaining so short; but he insisted that the 
new States had received less from the General 
Government proportionally than any other States 
in this Union. e averred that the State of the 
gentleman who had just sat down [Mr. Drom- 
GOOLE] had received very large aid by expendi- 
tures from the General Government; he could 
show that millions had been expended at Gos- 
port, in Virginia, at Harper’s Ferry, and at other 
points; and he contended that the new States 


peared there was a disposition to extend to them. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE made a few observations 
in explanation. 

Mr. McDOWELL moved that the committee 
rise; and after some remarks from Mr. HAM- 
LIN, Mr. SCHENCK, and others, the commit- 
tee rose, and reported the bill in relation to the 
United States Supreme Court to the House, and 
progress on the Camberlend road bill. 


EXCUSED FROM SERVICE. 
Mr. McK AY asked to be excused from serving 


on the committee of conference on the civil and 
diplomaticappropriation bill; which wasagreed to. 


MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT. 


a message from the President of the United States; 
which was referred to the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 


DISTRICT BANKS. 


Mr. CAMPBELL moved to postpone the pre- 
vious orders, so as to take up the bill to renew 
the charters of the banks of the District of Co- 
lumbia. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, called for the yeas 
and nays. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE inquired whether it was 
the intention of the gentleman to take up a billin 





Senate for the continuation of the Cumberland | 


were entitled to more consideration than it ap- 


The SPEAKER communicated to the House | 
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| favor of corporations in preference to a bill re- 
| lating to the rights of the people of the District? 

Mr. WELLER inquired if it would not require 
a vote of two thirds to carry it? 

The SPEAKER said that it would not. 

Mr. WELLER remarked that it was a ques- 
tion of priority of business. It was taking up 
this bill in preference to all those that were be- 

|| fore it. 

The SPEAKER said that if the gentieman per- 
sisted in his objections, he could require the ques- 
tion on postponment to be taken on each bill 
separately; but the motion to postpone was ciear- 

| Ty in order. The Chair would however remark 
] that it would take no more time to pass the bills 
than to postpone them. 


| COMMITTER ENLARGED. 


| On motion of Mr. BROWN, of Indiana, two 
additional members were added to the Committee 
| on Enrolled Bills. 


BILLS ON SPEAKER'S TABLE. 


Several members called for taking up the bills 
in their regular order. 

The following bills, returned with amendments 
from the Senate, where then taken up, and the 
amendments concurred in: * 

The bill to provide for the armed occupation of 
Florida; 

The bill making appropriations for certain im- 
provements in the Territory of Florida; 

The bill to authorize the issue of land patents 
district, in the Territory of Florida; 

The bill making appropriations for certain im- 
provements in the Territory of lowa; 

The bill providing for the erection of a marine 
hospital at Key West, in the ‘Territory of Floz- 
ida; and 

The bill to establish certain post routes in the 
Territory of Florida. 


CLOSE OF DEBATE. 


Mr. SMITH, of Illinois, offered a resolution 
to terminate debate on the Cumberiand road bill 
in five minutes after the House should resolve 
itself into the Committee of the Whole; and moved 
the previous question. 

Mr. HARDIN rose and claimed the floor. 

The SPEAKER decided that the motion for 


the previous question by the gentleman from Illi- 
nois had precedence. 

Mr. SAUNDERS moved to lay the resolution 
on the table. 

The motion was decided in the negative—yeas 
82, nays 84; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Abbot, Adams, Anderson, Arrington, 
Atkinson, Barringer, Bayly, Belser, Benton, Bidiack, Jamer 
A. Black, Boyd, Jeremiah Brown, Buffington, Burke, Burt, 
Caldwell, Campbell, Jeremiah E. Cary, Shepherd are 
Catlin, Reuben Chapman, Augustus A. Chapman, Clinch, 
Clingman, Cobb, Collamer, Daniel, Richard D. Davis, Del- 
let, Dillingham, Dromgoole, Ellis, Farlee, Fish, French, 
Goggin, Byrain Green, Hamlin, Haralson, Herrick, Holmer, 
Hopkins, Houston, Hubbell, Hungerford, Jenks, George 
W. Jones, Preston King, Lumpkin, McConnell, Melvaine, 
Moseley, Newton, Patterson, Payne, Phenix, Pollock, 
Rathbun, David S. Reid, Reding, Rhett, Robinson, Rodney, 
Russell, Saunders, David L. Seymour, Simons, Sim ’ 
Albert Smith, Spence, Stetson, John Stewart, Strong, Sume- 
mers, Sykes, ‘Taylor, Wheaton, Williams, and Wood- 
ward—82. 

NAYS—Messrs. Barnard, Blackwell, Bowlin, Brinker- 
hoff, Milton Brown, William J. Brown, Carroll, Causin, 
Chilton, Cranston, Cullom, Dana, Garrett Davis, John W. 
Davis, Dawson, Dean, Deberry, Dickey, Dougias, Duo- 
can, Elmer, Fiecklin, Florence, Foot, Giddings, Grinnell, 

| Grider, Hardin, Harper, Hoge, Hudson, Washington Hunt, 
James B. Hunt, Charles J. Ingersoll, Perley B. Johnson, 
Andrew Johnson, Andrew Kennedy, Daniel P. King, Lu- 
| 








| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
! 


in 








cas, Lyon, Maclay, Marsh, MeCauslen, McClelland, Me- 
Clernand, McDowell, Joseph Morris, Morse, Nes, Owen, 
Peyton, Emery D. Potter, Preston, Relfe, Roberts, Roek- 


well, Rogers, St. John, Sainple, Schenck, Severance, John 
T. Smith, Thomas Smith,Caleb B. Smith, Robert Smith, 
Steenrod, Andrew Stewart, Thomasson, Tibbatts, Tilden, 
Tucker, Tyler, Vance, Vanmeter, Vinton, Weller, Went- 
worth, Wethered, White, Winthrop, William Wright, 
Joseph A. Wright, and Yost—84. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
| main question ordered. : 
| The question was put on the adoption of the 
| resolution, and decided in the affirmative—yceas 
|94,nays65. , 

EXPENSES OF CONTESTANT. 


Mr. NEWTON begged leave to introduce a 
resolution for the purpose of allowing to Mr. Gog- 
'| gin his expenses while contesting the seat of Mr. 
I] -epeamin of Virginia. 

!| Objections were made in various parts of the 
|| House. 





| 


} 





| 
| 
| 


ei eRe OCR tee 





744 


for the purpose of getting in the resolution; on 
which the yeas and nays were called and ordered; 
und being taken, resulted—yeas &8, nays 70. 

So, there being less than a majority of wo thirds, 
the rules were not suspended. 


Mr. SMITH, of Llinois, moved that the House | 
resolve itself into the Committee of the Whole on | 


the state of the Union. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, moved that the | Rogers, Schenck, John T. Smith, Caleb B. Smith, Robert 


House do now adjourn, [it was now half past ten | 


o'clock;| and on this motion the yeas and nays 


were called; and being taken, resulted—yeas 14, | 


nays 144. 
So the House refused to adjourn. 


Mr. KING, of New York, said, if gentlemen | 


would neither attend in their places nor adjourn, 
he would move a call of the House. 

On this motion the yeas and nays were called 
for, and ordered. 

Mr. STEENROD protested against these mo- 
tions for the purpose of obstructing the public 
business. 

The vote was then taken; and resulted—yeas 
83, nays 127, 

Mr. SEYMOUR, of New York, offered a res- 
olution that the persons employed by the House 
be paid the same compensation as persons in sim- 
ilar employments in the Senate have been paid. 

Objections being made, 

Mr. SEYMOUR, of New York, movedasus- 
pension of the rules. 

Mr. SMITH, of Ulinois, asked if it was in 
order to move a suspension of the rules while his 
motion to suspend the rules was pending. 

The SPEAKER decided that the motion of the 
gentieman from Lilinois had precedence. 

Mr. NORRIS moved that the House adjourn; 


which motion was decided in the negative—yeas | 


74, nays 324. 
The question rns, on the motion to sus- 
pend the rales made by Mr. Sourtn, of Llinois, 


Mr. KING, of New York, moved a call of the 


House. 


Mr. STEENROD submitted that the motion | 


was not in order—nsa call of the House had just 
been moved and refused by a full vote, and re- 
peated motions had been made to adjourn with- 
out effect. He called on the House to sustain 
the parliamentary rule, and carry on the busi- 
ness of the House. 

The SPEAKER said that as a call of the 
House had just been refused, and as there was 
evidently a quorum present, his opinion was, that 
a motion foracall of the House was not in order. 
a Mr. BURKE appealed from the decision of the 

hair. 


Mr. DROMGOOLE called for the yeas and || 


nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. McKAY, from the committee of confer- 
ence, said that that committee would be prepared 
to report on the Army bill as soon as they heard 
from the Senate, which must first act on the re- 
port of the committee. 

Mr. STEENROD moved to lay the appeal on 
the table. 

Mr. McCONNELL called for the yeas and 
nays. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 


ARMY APPROPRIATION BILL. 


A message being received from the Senate, 
stating that that body had agreed to the report of 
the committee of conference on the Army bill, 

Mr. McKAY moved that the House concur in 
said report. 
een were made to that motion by sev- 
eral. 

The SPEAKER decided that it was not in 


order. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Mr. FICKLLN moved a suspension of therules | yeas and nays; and they were ordered; and being 


taken, resulted—yeas 60, nays 99; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Ashe, Bowlin, Brinkerboff, Milton 
Brown, William J. Brown, Jeremiah Brown, Carroll, Au- 

| gustus A. Chapman, Chilton, Clinch, Clinton, Dawson, 
Dean, Dickey, Douglas, Ficklin, Fish, Florence, Foot, 
Foster, Hardin, Harper, Uoge, Iludson, Washington Hunt, 
James B. Hunt, Perley B. Johnson, Andrew Jolinson, Lyon, 
McCauslen, McClelland, McCiernand, Mclivaine, Joseph 

| Morris, Morse, Moseley, Murphy, Owen, Patterson, Pey- 
ton, Phenix, Pollock, Elisha R. Potter, Emery D. Potter, 


Smit, Steenrod, Sykes, Tibbatts, Tilden, Vance, Vinton, 
|| Weller, Wentworth, Winthrop, and Joseph A. Wright— 


| _ NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Anderson, Arrington, Atkinson, 
| Barringer, Barnard, Bayly, Benton, Bidlack, Edward J. 
Black, James A. Black, Blackwell, Boyd, Burke, Burt, 
Caldwell, Campbell, Jeremiah E. Cary, Shepherd Cary, 
Catlin, Causin, Reuben Chapman, Chappell, Clingman, 
| Cobb, Cullom, Dana, Daniel, Garrett Davis, Richard D. 
|| Davis, Delict, Dillingham, Dromgoole, Elmer, Farlee, 
| French, Goggin, Willis Green, Grinnell, Hale, Hamlin, 
|| Hammett, Haralson, Herrick, Holmes, Hopkins, Houston, 


j 
i 


|| Hungerford, Charles J. Ingersoll, Joseph) R. Ingersoll, Jenks 





} 


and Woodward—99. 
i 


| 
| 


| George W. Jones, John P. Kennedy, Preston King, Daniel 
| P. King, Kirkpatrick, Labrancbe, Leonard, Lucas, Lump- 
kin, Maclay, Marsh, McConnell, McKay, Edward J. Mor- 
ris, Newton, Norris, Parmenter, Payue, Rathbun, Charles 
M. Reed, David 3. Reid, Reding, Rhett, Ritter, Robinson, 
Rodney, St. John, Saunders, Severance, David L. Sey- 
mour, Simons, Stidell, Albert Smith, Spence, Stetson, 
Jobn Stewart, Strong, Summers, Taylor, Thompson, 
Tucker, Tyler, Wethered, Wheaton, White, Williams, 


So the motion was negatived. 


BILLS BECOME LAWS. 


The President’s Private Secretary reported a 
| long list of bills which had received the Presi- 
| dent’s approval and signature. 


INDIAN APPROPRIATION BILL. 


On motion of Mr. McKAY, the House insisted 
| on its amendments to the appropriation bill for 
the Indian department; and a committee of con- 
, ference was appointed. 


ARMY APPROPRIATION BILL. 


Mr. McIXAY made a report from the commit- 
tee of conference on the Army bill, and moved 
that the House concur in the report; which was 
| agreed to. 


1 NAVY APPROPRIATION BILL. 


Mr. PARMENTER made a report from the 
committee of conference on the Navy appropria- 
tion bill. 
| After a few words from Messrs. BLACK of 
Georgia, HALE, and SCHENCK, the previous 
question was moved, and sustained by the House. 


On the question of concurrence in the — of || 


| the committee of conference, the yeas and nays 
| were called for, but not ordered; and the report 
| was then concurred in. e 


CIVIL AND DIPLOMATIC BILL. 
Mr. McKAY made a report from the commit- 


|| tee of conference on the civil and diplomatic ap- 


j 
| 
j 


1 


} 


|| propriation bill. 


| The question recurring on agreeing to the re- 
| port of the committee, 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, inquired of the 
| chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means 
| whether the appropriation to purchase the bank- 


|| ing-house of the old Bank of the United States 


was one of those under consideration. 
Mr. McKAY said it was. 
Mr. McCONNELL called for the reading of 


| the report. 


| Mr. DROMGOOLE said that, if they did not 
| purchase this building, they would probably have, 


| in a few years, to build a custom-house at as great 
|| a cost as those of Boston and New York. This |, on the question. 


| building was suited for the purpose; and was || 


|| Government had now to pay $1,500a year rent | 


admitted on all hands to be a good bargain. The 


| for a post office, and this building would answer 


Mr. MeCONNELL moved an adjournment; | 


but it was negatived. 
EXPENSES OF CONTESTANT. 


The SPEAKER then stated that the question 
recurred on the motion to lay the appeal from the 


decision of the Chair on the table; and it waa de- | 


cided in the affirmative. 


The question was then put on the motion to || 


suspend the rules, to go into the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union. 


Mr. SEYMOUR, of New York, called for the 


; 


for a post office as well as a eustom-house. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, then called for the 
yeas and nays; but they were not ordered. 

The report of the committee was agreed to. 


LAND TITLES. 


Mr. SLIDELL, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, to which had been recommitted the 
bill to provide for the adjustment of land titles in 
Arkansas, Louisiana, Mississippi, and Missouri, 
reported said bill with certain amendments, made 
| in conformity with the instructions of the House; 
| and the said amendmente being agreed to, the bill 

was read the third time, and passed. 


June 15, 


FRANKING PRIVILEGE. 
Mr. FISH, a the select committee 
| to inquire whether any deputy postmast 
violated the franking privilnges of members nt 
Congress, made a report, accompanied by a reg. 


appoin ted 


olution, that so much of the regulations 

Post Office Department as weoridee: that the _ 
ing privilege of members of Congress could jj. 
used at but one place at a time, and so much of 
said regulations as authorizes the deput 
masters to disfigure or mutilate the franks of 

members of Congress, are violations of the law. 
and of their franking privileges; which i 
on the table. 


post. 


was laid 


RELIEF OF CONTRACTORS. 


Mr. ATKINSON moved to suspend the rules 
to go into the Committee of tht Whole, for the 
purpose of taking up the bill for the relief of certain 
contractors of the Government; which motion 
was negatived. : 


i 
| 


SUPREME COURT. . 


| 

H On motion of Mr. VINTON, the bill in rela. 
|| tion to the Supreme Court of the United States 
| was taken up, read the third time, and passed, 
| 
| 


The amendments of the Senate to the follow. 
ing bills were severally concurred in: 


| 
| BILLS ON THE SPEAKER’S TABLE. 
| <A bill for the relief of George Sands; 


| A bill for the relief of Ferguson & Reed; 
| A bill for the relief of John Frazier and George 
Tredgold; 
| A bill granting a pension to Milly, a Creek 
TORROR, and daughter of the Prophet Francis; 
an 
| A bill respecting the northern boundary of the 
| State of Missouri. 
The bill to recharter the District banks was 
| nega by the Speaker as the next bill in 
order. 
| Mr. McCONNELL moved that the House 
| adjourn. 
I'he motion was disagreed to. 


INDIAN APPROPRIATION BILL. 


Mr. McKAY, from the committee of confer- 
ence, made a report on the Indian appropriation 
bill; which was agreed to. 


DISTRICT BANKS. 


Mr. THOMPSON insisted on proceeding with 
| the bills on the Speaker’s table. 

The SPEAKER said that the District banks 
|| bill was first in order. 

| Mr. McCONNELL move that the House ad- 
| journ; and called for the yeas and nays. 

| The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

The motion was disagreed to. 


Mr. THOMPSON moved to postpone the bank 
bill for one hour, in order to go on with the bills 
on the Speaker’s table. 

Mr. BOYD moved that the House adjourn. 

The motion was disagreed to. 


Mr. BRINKERHOFF moved a call of the 

| House; and called for the yeas and nays. 

| The yeas and nays were ordered. 

|| Mr. BOYD moved that the House adjourn. 

|| The yeas and nays being ordered, the question 

| was decided in the negative—yeas 64, nays 82. 

| Mr. WENTWORTH moved a call of the 
House. 

| The SPEAKER said that a call of the House 


} 


| had been moved, and the yeas and nays ordered 


} 








Mr. McCLELLAND asked if, should the 

| rules be suspended, it would be competent for the 

| House to act on private bills in preference to the 

\| bank bill. 

|| The SPEAKER said that private bills would 

| have preference, because this was Saturday, and 

one of the days set apart for the consideration of 

private bills. 

‘| Mr. VANCE said that it was not Saturday, 

|| but Sunday, (it being half past two o’clock in 

|| the morning. a 

|| Mr. BARNARD appealed from the decision of 
the Chairgand said + 6 was another point 0 

order, which he would raise, before putting the 
question on that. ? 

||" The SPEAKER said he would entertain but 

|| one point of order at a time. 

| Mr. BARNARD said there was another, and 
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ivileged motjon, which he should make; and 
Se that the Speaker be called to take the 


chal 


gach motion. 
Mr. BOYD moved that the House do now 


journ. 
= VANCE called for the 7 and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. CALDWELL asked if it would be in order 
i move a call of the House. 

The SPEAKER said it would not. 

The question was then put on the motion to 
sdjourn; and it was decided in the affirmative— 
yeas 74, nays 57; and at half past three o’clock, 

The House adjourned. 


ns 


The following peso, presented to-day, were handed 
to the reposters, by the members presenting them: 

By Mr. MORRIE ! 
citizens of Philadelphia county, asking an extension of the 
paturalization law to twenty-one years. 

By Mr. SMITH, of Pennsylvania: The petition of citi- 
zens of Philadelphia, praying for such alteration of the 
paturalization laws as will require a residence of twenty- 
one years in the United States as a prerequisite to natural- 


tion. 

MBy Mr. OWEN: The memorial of Peter Miley and others, 
citizens of Indiana, praying that Great Britain have notice 
that the joint occupation of Oregon shall cease. 

By Mr. WOOD 
citizens of Sumter district, South Carolina, favorable to 
the eee of Texas to the United States. 

B r. 
the cuainene of Abbeville district, South Carolina, in favor 


of the immediate annexation of Texas, und against the tariff 


of 1842. 





Senate Cuamper, June 15, 1844. 
Messrs. Buarr & Rives: In the brief sketch which your 
reporter has given of my remarks on Thursday evening, on 
the proposition to pay the National Institute $4,000, ‘‘ for 
defraying the expenses incurred by it in taking care of the 
public property and collections in its charge,’’ he has 
throughout entirely mistaken my meaning. I objected to 


that appropriation because it would establish a kind of 


ership between the Government and the Institute, 
which lL supposed would be injurious to both ; and also be- 
cause the allowance of so large a sum as $4,000, not for 
the purchase of the property, as your reporter has it, but 
for merely taking care of this property for a single year, 
was extravagant. It was in this connection I said that, 
within my own knowledge, three able professors who con- 
ducted a most respectable college in the interior of Penn- 
sylvania did not, all together, receive mure than $4,500 in 
salaries. 

the National Institute and its members. 

Yours, very respectfully, 

JAMES BUCHANAN. 


IN SENATE. 
Mownpay, June 17, 1844. 


On motion of Mr. SEVIER, the reading of the 
Journal was dispensed with. 


EXTENSION OF SESSION. 


’ Mr. SEVIER offered a joint resolution to change 
the hour for the adjournment of Congress, from 
twelve o’clock to four; which was adopted. 


PETITIONS, ETC. 


Mr. CHOATE presented a petition against the 
annexation of Texas to the United States; which 
was laid on the table. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON presented the joint res- 
olutions of the Legislature of Connecticut on the 
subjects of the tariff, the annexation of Texas to 
the United States, and the French spoliations 
prior to 1800; which were laid on the table, and 
ordered to be printed. 


Mr. MOREHEAD presented the memorial of 
a large number of the citizens of the city of 


Washington, remonstrating against the bill of the 
House for the regulation of mesne process and 
imprisonment for debt in the District of Colum- 
bia; which was laid on the table. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented a memorial from 
Philadelphia, relative to a reform of the natural- 
ization laws; which was lad on the table. 


PENSIONS TO WIDOWS. 


Mr. BATES moved to postpone the previous 
orders for the purpose of taking up the House 
pension bill, (No. 7,) with a view of commem- 
orating this anniversary of the battle of Bunker 
Hill, (17th June,) by doing something for the 
widows of revolutionary soldiers, whose hopes 
had been deferred by the failure of another bin 


in the House, action on which was now out of 


the question. 
The previous orders were accordingly sus- 





The SPEAKER said he would entertain no | 


8, of Pennsylvania: Three petitions of | 


ARD: The resolutions of a meeting of 


BURT: The resolutions of a public meeting of 





1 spoke, as I felt, in the most respectful terms of 











pended, and the bill was taken up for considera- 
tion, as in Committee of the Whole. 


On motion of Mr. BATES, all after the enact- || 


ing clause was stricken out, and a substitute was 
inserted, in which provision was made for the pay- 
ment of the pensions of those widows for four 
years from March, 1844. 

The bill was then reported back; the amend- 
ments were cuncurred in, and ordered to be en- 
grossed; and that being done, the bill was read 
the third time, and passed. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


The several adverse reports of standing com- 
mittees, lying on the table for the action of the 
Senate, were taken up; and the reports were con- 
curred in. 

Mr. BAGBY, from the Committee on Territo- 
ries, reported adversely on memorials referred to 
them. 

The report was concurred in. 


RECONSIDERATION. 


On motion of Mr. WRIGHT, the vote adopt- 
ing neue resolution suspending the adjourn- 
ment of Congress till four o’clock was reconsid- 
ered; and the resolution was laid on the table. 


MAPS OF EXPLORING EXPEDITION. 


Mr. TAPPAN called up the joint resolution 
providing that the use of the plates of the maps 
of the exploring expedition should be allowed for 
the public benefit; and it was read the third time, 
and passed. 

COMMITTEES DISCHARGED. 


Mr. EVANS rose to move that the Committee 
on Finance should be discharged from the consid- 
eration of all matters referred to itand not reported 
upon; but before putting that question, he would, 
in the absence of any other business, account for 
the fact that no general report was made by that 
committee in reference to communications and sug- 
gestions from the Treasury Department calling for 
the action of Congress in relation to outstanding 
Treasury notes, and the portion of the public debt 
falling due on the Ist of Seomery next. The com- 
mittee had considered all this maturely in connec- 
tion with the financial condition of the Government 
up to the close of the current fiscal year; and had 
come to the conclusion that no action of Congress 
was necessary this session on the subject, as the 
debt to be paid in January next would be amply 
provided for in the surplus which the Treasury 
would have on hand at that time. Mr. E. went 
into a minute statistical detail of the condition of 
the finances, stating that 1843 and 1844 was the 
first year of the new tariff in which its effects could 
fairly be tested, and that the result had exceeded 
even his most sanguine expectations. The sur- 
plus now in the er was upwards of five and 
a half million; which, the end of the month, 
would be swelled to $7,000,000, and by the Ist of 
January to $10,000,000; so that the portion of the 
public debt then falling due, ($5,672,976,) with 
$1,000,000 for Treasury notes to be redeemed 
then also, and $1,250,000 next year, making in 
all $8,000,000, would leave a surplus still in the 
Treasury of $2,000,000 after the Ist of January 
next. 

The basis of his calculation for this surplus of 
$10,000,000 was as follows: the receipts from 
customs for the current fiscal year amount to 
$25,612,000—that is, actual receipts of eleven 
months, asecrtained, $23,312,541; and the present 
month, estimated, $2,300,000; which, with the 
public lands, and receipts from miscellaneous 
sources, would make the whole income of the 
‘year $27,673,000. The expenditures of eleven 
months have been $18,374,371, and for June would 
be $1,800,000; making $20,000,000 in round num- 
bers, and leaving a surplus of $7,612,000 at the 
end of the current fiscal year. He estimated the 
receipts for customs for the half year from Ist 
July to Ist January next, at $14,000,000; and 
from other sources at more than $3,750,000; mak- 
ing in all $17,796,000. If to this be added the 
receipts of the current half year, (from Ist Janu- 
ary, 1844, to Ist July,) the receipts of the calen- 
dar year will be $31,659,249; and allowing for the 
expenses of Congress and appropriations not 
taken into account, $1,500,000 more for the com- 
ing half year than for this half year, the expend- 
itures@f the calendar year will, be $21,760,529; 
which, deducted from the receipts, will leave 





rT 
Saas 





nearly $10,000,000 in the Treasury to meet the 
portion of the loan then payable, and the Treas- 
ury notes falling due, altogether amounting to 
$8,000,000, as before stated; showing a net sur- 
plus of $2,000,000, instead ofa large deficit. 

The public debt, on the 3d of July last, had 
been returned at $35,265,000; but this was too 
much by $7,000,000, because $11,000,000 for 
Treasury notes had been included, though pro- 
vision was made for the transfer of $7,000,000 to 
the loan; and when these tame to be adjusted in 
the succeeding month, the real debt was only 
$25,565,127; which had been decreased during 
the last year to $23,391,044. After the surplus 
revenue has paid off the debt falling due in Jan- 
uary, there will be but 45,333,333 outstanding— 
part falling due in 1853, and part in 1863; so that 
there can be no danger of any embarrassment, un- 
less some disturbance of our foreign relations was 
to take place, which he did notapprehend. Any 
disturbance, however, with even the most pett 
foreign nation, would cause a derangement of all 
these anticipations. In this statement, he trusted 
he had shown that, under the tariff of 1842, all 
his predictions had beenMore than realized. He 
referred to all he had said on this head in his 
speech in reply to the Senator from South Caro- 
lina last January. In short, the tariff had been 
so productive that he was beginning to have some 
apprehensions that there would be rather too 
much surplus—a thing he had no desire to see. 

Mr. WOODBURY said he rose to state his con- 
currence in the report made by the chairman of 
the Committee on Finance; but not for the same 
reasons. Mr. W. believed that there might be 
money enough in the Treasury on the Ist of Jan- 
uary next to pay the amount of debt then falling 
due. He did not, however, think there would be 
a balance as large as $10,000,000. As most of the 
Treasury notes out were on large interest, their 
payment was not likely to be pressed; and hence, 
as we could get along without renewing and ex- 
tending the other loan in time of peace, he trusted 
the debt soon becoming due could and would be 
entirely extinguished. 

He would not, at this late hour, detain the Sen- 
ate but a minute longer in stating why he did not 
anticipate so large a balance. The chief reason 
was, that the increase in our revenue from cus- 
toms arose from a great change in the markets, 
commerce, and industry of this country and Eu- 
rope towards the close of the calendar year 1843. 
It sprang from the opening of new markets in 
Asia, and in the increased demand everywhere to 
supply deficiencies that had arisen under the se- 
vere depressions of business that had continued 
for some years. It was the return of the tide in 
trade, as inevitable as the laws which govern the 
ocean tides themselves, arising from the great laws 
of commerce, and supply and demand, and by no 
means from the new tariff of August, 1842, as 
seemed to be the idea of the chairman. It would 
change and fluctuate according to those laws. If 
it had arisen from that tariff, then, in truth, it 
might continue as long as that tariff lasted, and 
rentias all the sanguine hopes the chairman anti- 
cipated in the more remote future. 

But, as conclusive proof that it sprang from 
other causes, and would diminish or wear out, 
and lead to other revulsions, with the change in’ 
those causes, was the fact that the increase of 
revenue did not begin with the passage of the 
tariff in August, 1842; nor did it begin with the 
ensuing quarter, nor even with the commence- 
ment of the ensuing calendar year, 1843; nor has 
it at all been cotemporaneous with it. The offi- 
cial records before us all show that the augment- 
ation in the customs never commenced durin 
the whole twelve months after the new tari 
passed; nay, sir, it did not begin till the close 
of the next calendar year after—that is, in the 
last quarter of 1843. The estimates just pre- 
benten by the chairman demonstrate all this, as 
they are for one year—from July, 1843, and again 
one year, from July, 1844—and nyne of them for 
the first year after the new tariff took effect. 
But, if the chairman was right, why did he ob~ 
ject on a former occasion to a reduction of the 
present tariff, when it was yielding, and likely to 
yield permanently, $10,000,000 more than our 


| necessary expenses? Why continue to tax the 
| people by it to such an enormous amount, more 


uired fdr an economical admin. 
rmment? It-was his duty, 


than would be 
istration of the 





and ours, on his reasoning, to make a ‘reduction 
without delay. 

Not to dwell on this, Mr. W. would correctan 
error about the debitand credit of the Government, | 
and then forbear further remark. 
said in a high quarter, at the commencement of | 
this session, that the embarrassments and dis- 
credit of the Treasury existed in March, 1841, 
and had been cured by the new Administration. 
Now he appealed to the official documents before 
us, that alkthe money needed before March, 1841, 
was promptly obtained at six per cent., and often 
lesa; and every obligation recognized by law was 
promptly ou. 

Every Senator within sound of his voice knew 
it was not till after the lagge additional appropri- 
ations made at the extra session, under the new 
Administration, and the distribution of the public 
lands then adopted by that Administration, that | 
the Treasury became unable to meet its engage- 
ments, or to borrow a dollar at the usual rates of 
interest, and that its Treasury notes became de- 
preciated and unredeemed after due. 

Nor was this wretched condition remedied till 
the public lands were talggn back, and new means 
thus furnished, and new confidence thus inspired. 
And the whole country would bear witness that 
those most zealously engaged in accomplishing 
this desirable restoration of public credit were the 
very gentlemen in this body with whom he was 
in the habit of cooperating on most public mat- 


ters. 

Mr. EVANS did not desire to enter into dis- 
cussion on political causes or consequences; he 
had merely detailed facts. The practical result 
of the act of 1842 andthe present condition of the | 
finances had been detailed by him without com- 


ment, as a mere exhibit of the financial condition || 


of the country at the close of the present session, | 
and with a view of accounting for the absence of 
any report in relation to the suggessions of the 
Treasury Department. He moved that thecom- 
mittee be discharged from the further considera- 
tion of ail matters referred to it, not reported | 
upon, 

The committee was accordingly discharged. 

On motion of Mr. WOODBRIDGE, the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands was discharged from the 
consideration of all matter referred to it and not 
reported upon. He also reported a bill, which 
was read, and ordered to a second reading, relat- 
ing to certain harbors. . 

On motion of Mr. MILLER, the Committee 
on the District of Columbia was discharged from 
the further consideration ‘of all matters referred to | 
it and not reported upon. 

On the motion of Mr. HUNTINGTON, the 
Committee on Commerce was discharged in like 
manner from the consideration of all matters re- 
ferred to it and not reported upon. 

Mr. BREESE asked if the Committe on Public || 
Lands had been discharged. 





It had been || 
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concurred in. 
REPAYMENT FOR LANDS. 


On motion of Mr. WALKER, the bill entitled 
‘**An act to authorize the repayment for lands sold | 
by the United States without authority of law, | 
| and for other purposes,”’’ reported from the Com- | 
| mittee on Public Pande, was considered, read the 
| third time, and passed, 


LAND SALES IN MISSISSIPPI. 


On motion of Mr. WALKER, the bill from the 
House, entitled ** An act to legalize the sales of 
certain lands made at the Chocchuma and Colum- 
bus land offices, in the State of Mississippi,’’ was 
taken up, considered, and passed. 


TREATY WITH PERU. 

On motion of Mr. ARCHER, the bill for carry- 
ing into effect the convention between the United 
States and the Republic of Peru, concluded at 
Lima, March 17, 1841, was taken up, considered, 
read the third time, and passed. 


F. A. CARR. 
The House amendments to the bill for the relief 
of F. A. Carr were concurred in. 


TOWNS IN WISCONSIN. 


On motion of Mr. HENDERSON, the bill from 
the House, supplementary to an act entitled “An 
act for laying off the towns of Fort Madison and 
Burlington, in the county of Des Moines, and the 
towns of Bellevue, Dubuque, and Peru, in the 
| county of Dubuque, Territory of Wisconsin, and 
| for other purposes,”’ approved July 2, 1836, and 
the act amendatory thereto, approved March 3, 
1837, was taken up, samidose, read the third 
time, and passed. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN moved to take up the bill 
for the relief of Major Thomas Harrison; which 
was taken up as in Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. BATES hoped not, at this late hour of the 
| session, as the bill involved a principle of great 

importance. The bill allows a pension beyond 
| the maximum allowed by Jaw. Mr. B. moved to 
lay the bill on the table. 

The question was taken; and decided in the 
| negative, 


The bill having been debated by Mr. BATES 





} 





| in opposition, and by Mr. CHOATE in its favor, 


| it was reported to the Senate. 


The question being, ‘** Shall the bill be ordered 
to a third reading ?”’ 


Mr. BATES called for the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered; and being taken, resulted in 
the affirmative—yeas 29, nays 14. 

The bill was then read the third time, and 
passed. 

DISTRICT BANKS. 

The bill for the recharter of the District banks 
having been returned from the House with amend- 
ments providing that the banks shall wind up 





The PRESIDENT replied that it had. 

Mr. BREESE said he very much regretted the 
committee should have made such an applica‘ 
tion, and that the Senate should have consented 
to it, inasmuch as a bill of very great importance 
to the State of Illinois had passed the Hess a 
few days since, and was before that committee for 
their action, the subject-matter of the bill having 
been before the Senate committee for more than a 
month. He alluded to the bill directing the Pres- 
ident to sell certain mineral lands in Illinois, Wis- 
consin,and lowa. He had been unceasing in his 
efforts to get the bill reported to the Senate, but 
he had been refused; he had every reason to ex- 
pect a report; it was a measure just in itself, and | 
should be adopted. He regretted very much the 
committee had not reported the bill for the action 
of the Senate, which he had no doubt would be 
favorable. 

JOINT RULES SUSPENDED. 


Mr. TALLMADGE now called up the joint 
resolution, relating to the suspension of the 16th 
and 17th joint rules 

Mr. TAPPAN moved to amend it, so as to ad- 
rait of interchanging all bills acted upon up to | 
half past eleven o’clock. 

After some discussion, the amendment was 
adopted. 








BENJAMIN MURPHY. 


The act for the relief of Benjamin Murphy, 
having been returned from the House with amend- | 


their affairs, 
_ Mr. MILLER moved that the Senate concur 
in the amendments from the House. 


The question was taken; and the amendments 
were concurred in. 


RETRENCHMENT AND REFORM. 


On motion of Mr. ARCHER, the resolution 
he offered on Saturday to print twenty thousand 
extra copies of the report of the Committee on 
Retrenchment, was taken up for consideration. 

Mr. WALKER did not see how these twenty 
thousand copies were to be distributed after Con- 
gress adjourned. If this must be printed, he 
hoped the same privilege would be extended to 
the minority report. 

Mr. WOODBURY suggested that the number 
might be reduced to ten thousand; twenty thou- 
sand of each would be a very large number. 

Mr. ARCHER accepted the amendment to in- 
clude the minority report. ' 

The resolution, as modified, was then adopted. 

EXTENSION OF SESSION. 

On motion of Mr. EVANS, the resolution of- 
fered by Mr. Sevier in the morning, relative to 
changing the adjournment of Congress from 
twelve o’clock to four, was taken up, amended by 


substituting two o’clock, adopted, and sent to 
the House. 


The resoiution heretofore submitted by Mr. 


| ments, was taken up, and the amendments were Wacker, ordering the printing, 


|| up and adopted. 


as 
eee 


j 
QUALITIES OF COAL. 
i 


June 17, 


for the use of th. 
| Senate, of twenty thousand extra copies of the 


| report of Professor Johnson on the experiments 


| made by him to test the qualities of coal, was taken 


EXTRA COMPENSATION. 


The resolution submitted by Mr. Wurre, that 
the compensation of Robert P. Anderson, mes. 
| Senger of the Senate, be three dollars per day. 

that Lewis Sanders, P. Y. Page, Thomas Clark’ 

and Benjamin Owens, be allowed the same pay 
and compensation as messengers of the Senate 
to commence from the first day of the present 
session, was taken up and adopted. 

The following resolution, submitted by Mr. 

Tappan, was taken up for consideration: 
| Resolved, That there be paid to the Chaplain of the Sen. 
| ate, and to the officers and messengers in the Library of 
| Congress, out of the contingent fund of the Senate, and 
| under the direction of the committee to audit and contro} 
| the same, the amounts, respectively, that were allowed to 
| them at the long session of the last Congress. 
| The resolution, having been so amended as to 
| Strike out the extra pay to the officers and mes. 
sengers in the library, was adopted. 


EXECUTIVE SESSION. 


The Senate then, on the motion of Mr. ARCH. 
| ER, proceeded to the consideration of executive 
| business; and having spent some time therein, the 
| doors were opened. 


RESOLUTION OF THANKS. 


The time determined upon for the close of the 
session of Congress having nearly arrived, and 
Mr. Bayarp being in the chair, 

Mr. WOODBORY submitted the following res- 
olution; which was considered by unanimous con- 
sent: 

Resolved unanimously, That the thanks of the Senate be 
—— to Hon. Wi.ure P. Manaum for the ability and 
mpartiality with which he has discharged the duties of 
President pro tempore of the Senate. 

The resolution was passed without a dissenting 
voice; and, after an interval occupied in the trans- 
action of business, 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore (Mr. Manevm) 
resumed the chair, and being informed of the 
| adoption of the resolution in his absence, made 

the following brief address: 








Senators: The moment of separation for this” 


session having arrived, you will indulge me in 
occupying a part of this moment in giving ex- 
pression to the feelings of sensibility and of grat- 
itude with which the vote just passed in my regard 
has so deeply impressed me. The uniform spirit 
of kindness and courtesy which has ever been a 
distinguishing characteristic of the Senate of the 
United States has not failed to impart to the indi- 
vidual who has had the honor to preside over its: 
deliberations a feeling of confidence that his acts 
would be viewed with kindness and forbearance. 
This anticipation has not only been realized 
through the tedious and sometimes laborious duties 
of legislation, but there is now superadded, by 
so generous an expression of satisfaction, an evi- 
dence of friendly feeling which shall be treasured 
in memory in all future time. In turn, I may be 
permitted to say that I feel deeply sensible that 
the success which may have attended my endeav- 
ors to perform the responsible duties of presiding 
officer with impartiality must be attributed to that 
courtesy which belongs peculiarly to this vag 
and to that dignity of decorum which has ele- 
vated its character in the rank of legislative assem- 
blies of the world. 

Differing as many of the members of this body do 
in political opinion, there is to be seen no interrup- 
tion of that personal courtesy and friendly inter- 
course whieh men of high and honorable feeling 
may entertain for each other; and the knowledge 
of this feeling would forbid any other course by 
the presiding officer than that of the strictest im- 


the Chair. In the desire to have pursued such & 
course, a consciousness has been felt that honor 
and duty and justice have required itat my hands. 
It is true that the duties are frequently arduous, 
and at all times of a responsible and delicate char- 
| acter; and although entirely unconscious of hav- 
| ing, at any time, done any act calculated to affect 
the rights or the feelings of any individual of the 
body, still the frailty of human nature is such as 
to dictate the propriety of throwing myself on 


partiality in his administration of the duties of 
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—— > 
indulgence of the Senate, rather than lay claim 


ian exemption from such frailty. However this | 


may be, L cannot disguise the satisfaction I feel 


in appealing to that silent monitor within, which | 


bears Witness to a determined purpose to do ex- || 


act justice to all, as far as practicable; and, while 
ielding to ever mea: 
(ritude and freedom of action, to maintain what 
must be considered, in every well-regulated legis- 
ative assembly, the indispensable powers and 
rerogatives of the Chair, granted, in fact, by the 
body itself, for the preservation of its own honor 
and dignity. ; 
Senators, permit me to reiterate the feelings of 
titude I entertain for the unanimous expres- 
sion of your approval of my course, enhanced 
in value as itis by having been thrice repeated; 
and towards each: member, permit me to avail 
myself of the occasion to say that I entertain no 
aie feelings than those of respect and kindness, 
and beg leave to express my most earnest wish 
for the continued health and happiness of every 
one of you; and that on the return of each mem- 
ber to his home, he will have the pleasure to find 
all there in the enjoyment of health and happi- 
ness, and that it may long continue. 
In the performance of my official duty, I am 
now to pronounce the words of separation for this 
session, by adjourning the Senate sine die. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monpay, June 17, 1844. 


The House met at ten o’clock. 

Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL moved that the read- 
ing of the Journal be dispensed with. 

The motion was agreed to. 


SUSPENSION OF JOINT RULE. 


A message was received from the Senate by 
Mr. Dicuins, their Secretary, stating that the 
Senate had adopted a resolution suspending the 
seventeenth joint rule, which prohibits the send- 
ing of any bill to the President for his signature 
on the last day of the session, and asking the 
concurrence of the House. 

Mr. McK AY moved to take up that message, 
and to amend the resolution by adding a provis- 
ion that the rule shall be suspended, so far only 
as relates to bills that passed on Saturday last. 
Mr. McK. then moved the previous question. 

Mr. CAUSIN inquired of the Speaker whether 
a suspension of this rule would require a majority 
of two-thirds. 

The SPEAKER said it would require a ma- 
jority only. 

Mr. BARNARD inquired if the resolution was 
the first business in order. 

The SPEAKER replied that the regular busi- 
ness was the calling on the States for resolutions; 
but presuming that that business was not desira- 
ble at this period of the session, he did not, an- 
nounce it. If that business was dispensed with, 
the resolution would be the first business in order. 
_ Mr. BARNARD said the point he wished to 
inquire was, whether a similar resolution would 
be in order in relation to any other bill, without 
a vote of two-thirds. 

The SPEAKER said, in his opinion, it would 
require a vote of two thirds to pass such a reso- 
lution. 

The previous question was then seconded, and, 
under its operation, the resolution was agreed to. 
EXPENSES OF CONTESTANT. 

Mr. CHAPMAN, of Virginia, asked leave to 
make a report from the Committee of Elections, 
concluding with a resolution to pay William A. 
Goggin his per diem and mileage while contesting 
the election of Hon. Tuomas W. GILMER. 

Objection being made, 

Mr. CHAPMAN moved to suspend the rules; 
and the yeas and nays being ordered, he with- 
drew his motion. 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 


The SPEAKER then laid before the House 
several executive communications; which were 
laid on the table. 


PRIVATE BILLS. 
On motion of Mr. WHITE, and: by general 


consent, the House agreed to proceed with the 
private bills on the Speaker’s table. 
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individual a full measure of || 
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| for the duration of the pensions. 
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The amendments of the Senate to the bill to | 
amend the act granting half pay to the widows of | 
certain revolutionary soldiers were taken up and || 
considered. 


Mr. DROMGOOLE moved to lay the bill on || 





‘ , 
The motion was rejected. 


Mr. McKAY moved to awend the bill by 
striking out four years and inserting one year, 


The amendment was rejected. 

Mr. WINTHROP called for the previous ques- 
tion; which being seconded by the House, under 
the operation of that question the amendments of 
the Senate were agreed to. 

The SPEAKER said the next business in order 
was the District banks bill. 

Mr. WHITE moved to suspend the rules, to 
take up the private bills on the Speaker’s table 
from the Senate, on their third reading. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, asked if this was 
not the day for resolutions. 

The SPEAKER said that it was; but the mo- 
tion of the gentleman from Kentucky, [Mr. 
Wuirte,] being for thé suspension of the rules, 
was in order. 

Mr. BRINKERHOFF. There is so much 
noise in the Hall that Lapprehend the question is | 
not distinctly heard. I wish the House brought | 
to order, and that the question may be again 
stated, 

The SPEAKER brought the House to order, 
and then put the question on suspending the 
rules; which was decided in tM affirmative— 
ayes 93, noes 46. 

The rules being suspended, the following bills 
were taken up, read the third time, and passed: 

A bill for the relief of Benjamin Murphy; 

A bill for the relief of F. A. Kerr; 

A bill for the relief of William de Peyster and 
Henry N. Cruger; ; 

A bill for the relief of John Atchison; 

A bill for the relief of William Henson; 

A bill for the relief of Hiram Murch; 

A bill for the relief of Joseph Campau; 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Christopher 
Miller; 

A bill for the relief of William McPherson; and 

A bill for the relief of George Harrison and 


his suretics. 


* 





CUMBERLAND ROAD. 


Mr. McCLERNAND moved that the rules be 
suspended, to go into the Committee of the Whole 
on the Cumberland road bill. 

The motion was rejected. 


DISTRICT BANKS. 


Mr. CAMPBELL appealed to the House to 
take up the District banks bill; which was first | 
in order. He held in his hand a compromise, 
which was to protect the rights of the stockhold- 
ers, and enable the banks to wind up. He saw 
it was in vain to ask for more at this late hour 
of the session; and if gentlemen would only hear 
the proposition he was about to offer, he was con- | 
fident there would be no objection to it. Mr. C. 
then moved to amend the bill by striking out all | 
after the ehacting clause, and inserting what he | 
sent up to the Chair. 

The Clerk read the substitute, which appeared | 
to be a proviso to enable the banks to wind up | 
their affairs and recover debts due to them, by | 
authorizing the bank to sue and prosecute judg- | 
ments, &c. 

The amendment was agreed to; and the bill was | 
read the third time, and passed. Thetitle of the 
bill was changed, so as to read, ** An act for the | 
benefit of the stockholders of certain banks in the | 
District of Columbia. : | 





JOINT RULES SUSPENDED. 


A message was received from the Senate an- 
nouncing the concurrence of that body in the joint | 
resolution to suspend the 16ta oad 17th joint | 
rules, for the purpose of allowing bills to be sent | 
from one body to the other, to twelve o’clock this | 
day. 

REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 














bill in relation to the administration of justice in 
cases of crime committed in the Indian country. 
When Arkansas was a Territory, the judges of 
that district had jurisdiction over the crimes al- 
luded to; but since that Territory became a State, 
an alteration of the law became necessary; and 


| hence the bill now reported, which was passed 


through its final stages. 
BOOKS TO MEMBERS. 


Mr. OWEN moved a suspension of the rules, 
to enable him to offer the following resolution: 


Resolved, That the resolution of this House of the 14th 
instant, for the distribution of books to members, shall not 


authorize the purchase of any books not already the prop- 
erty of this House. 


The resolution was rejected. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, stated that he had 
asked the yeas and nays on Mr. Owen’s resolu- 
tion before the question was put. 

The SPEAKER said the confusion in the Hall 
was so great that it was impossible for him to hear 
the calls or remarks of members. 

Mr. HARALSON stated that he distinctly 
heard the gentleman from Tennessee call for the 
yeas and nays, and hoped they would be granted, 
as many gentlemen had voted for the resolution 
under a false impression that the books already 
belonged to the House, and he wished to record 
his vote in favor of the resolution just offered by 
the gentleman from Indiana. 

The SPEAKER decided that the call was too 
late. 

EXPENSES OF CONTESTANT. 


Mr. CHAPMAN, of Virginia, again offered 
his resolution to authorize the payment to Mr. 
Goggin of his mileage and per diem while contest- 
ing the seat of Mr. Gitmer; but the rules were 
not suspended for its reception. 


CUMBERLAND ROAD. 


Mr. SCHENCK moved a suspension of the 
rules, that the House might go into the Commit- 
tee of the Whole on the state of the Union, his 
object being to take up the Cumberland road bill. 

Mr. COBB called for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered; and being 
taken, resulted—yeas 101, nays 67. 

So the House resolved to go into the Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union; and Mr. 
Hopxins took the chair. 

Mr. WHITE moved to take up the pension 
bills, 

Mr. COBB moved that the committee rise. 

The committee rose accordingly, and reported 
that the committee had risen without having had 
any business before it. 


PUBLIC STABLES. 


Mr. HALE offered a resolution to place the 
yublic stables under the superintendence of John 
i during the recess. 

The resolution was the usual one; but it was 
not got in. 


ADJOURNMENT SINE DIE. 


The hour for the adjourment of Congress had 
now arrived within a few minutes, and great 
anxiety prevailed, and many attempts were made 
to get in resolutions. 

Mr. PATTERSON tried ineffectually to get in 
the following: 

Whereas there are sundry public and private bills of 
great importance that Congress ought not to defeat fur the 


want of a little more time, involving an amount of sacrifice 
of both public and private interests, which no private con- 


| sideration should induce: Therefore, 


Be it resolved, That (if the Senate concur therein) Ur? 
resolution fixing the adjournment of Congress on Monday, 
the 17th instant, be rescinded; and that the President of 
the Senate and Speaker of the House of Repregentatives 
close the present session of Congress by adjournment of 
their respective Houses on Thursday, the 20th instant, at 
twelve o’clock at noon. 


Mr. SCHENCE called for the action of the 
House on a joint resolution from the Senate to 
extend the hour of adjournment to two o’clock. 

The yeas and nays were cailed for and ordered; 
and while they were being taken, the clock an- 
nounced the arrival of the hour of twelve. 

The SPEAKER arrested the call of the 


eas 


Mr. A. V. BROWN, by general consent, made || and nays, and announced that the hour fixed by 


several reports from the Committee on Territo- | 
ries. 


Mr. THOMPSON presented a report from the | 
Committee on Indian Affairs. He reported a | 


| resolution for the adjournment of Congress had 
arrived; and then (amidst numerous cries of 
‘* Points of order!’’) he proclaimed that this 
House stands adjourned Sine dir. 

















